Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
September 1, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office: Daniel Burson, Selectboard Chair; Loren Bent, Selectboard member;
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard member; Colin Evans, Selectboard member; Jessica Brassard, Town
Clerk/Treasurer; Paul Kowalski, Administrative Assistant.

Present on Zoom: Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Vice Chair, participated by Zoom; Koby Anderson of
TextMyGov joined shortly after the meeting began.

1.
2.
3.

Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.
Review of the agenda - There were no changes made to the agenda.
Approve minutes of August 18, 2026 Selectboard Meeting
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the August 18, 2026 regular meeting minutes
Citizens’ comments -
a. Letter from Vermont ATV Sportsman’s Association/Lost Nation ATV Club - Mr.

Burson verbally summarized the letter from the two ATV groups, which mainly
expressed gratitude for the Town’s continued support and notice that the Lost Nation
ATV Club will be merging with another nearby ATV organization, the Billtown
Wheelers. The merger is intended to ease the burden on the leadership of the two
clubs which have both seen declining volunteer participation in recent years.

Reports:
a. Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman - Mr. Bent updated the

Board on the Highway Department’s uniform program usage by employees, and in
discussion suggestions were made on how the Town can save money on this program.
The Town Highway crew will finish up Class II Road grant-related work next week.
The supply of sand for use in the coming winter has been delivered and is piled up.
Roadside mowing is complete, and the roadside mower functioned well, he said.
Plans for the week include clearing brush in the Town right-of-way and also doing
some ditching work to maintain drainage alongside Town roads.

Grants Report - Administrative Assistant - Paul Kowalski reported that he had
obtained Mr. Burson’s signature on an acknowledgement form relating to the FY’26
Small Scale Local Highway Safety Improvement Grant, which is intended to help
cover costs of Thresher Road safety improvement and guardrail replacement. That
grant amount is $49,618. After receipt of the acknowledgement form, the State will
send the grant agreement. The program is late in its rollout, and the grant’s period of
performance has been extended through the summer of 2027. Mr. Burson added that
he had received an email from the State seeking feedback on this program, which he
and Mr. Bent will collaborate on a response to.

6. Old Business



a.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and Town Garage
and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor replacement, and
ventilation/dehumidification engineering plans - Mr. Helmuth reported that the
project’s contractors have been coordinating as best as possible. New windows and
siding have been installed at the Town Office. Contracted work is well underway in
the Town Garage. Insulation is in progress.

Presentation by Textmygov representative - Koby Anderson made a presentation to
the Selectboard, answering questions and following up on his colleague’s remarks at
the Board’s June 16 meeting. He reviewed several of the benefits and features of
TextMyGov, a mass communication tool by which a government entity can send out
messages and alerts via text message to those who opt in. The annual cost for the
software, services and support for TextMyGov will be $2300 on a 3 year contract.
On a motion made by Mr. Evans, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard voted
to approve and accept the June 4, 20206 proposal from TextMyGov.

CDBG Grant: Consider moving $3055.95 from Town’s administration allocation to
TRORC’s administration allocation - Ms. Brassard concurred with the Board that the
proposed adjustment in allocations would not have a negative impact on the Town,
and a possibly-required single audit of the Town and the project was unlikely.

On a motion made by Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the proposed transfer of $3055.95 from the Town’s
admin allocation under the CDBG grant to TRORC’s admin allocation.

7. New Business:

a.

Review and consider rate-locking proposal from Gillespie Fuels - The Board
reviewed the options presented in the Gillespie Fuels document to provide propane
and fuel oil for heating the three Town-owned buildings: The Town Hall, the Town
Office and the Town Garage. The Board discussed how the pending weatherization
improvements to the Town Garage and Town Office should result in reduced heating
expenses, but generally agreed to stay the course for the first winter to gauge the
impact of the new weatherization. Some of the terms of the proposal were unclear,
and some of the Board members wanted clarification of the ambiguities.

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard
voted to sign the agreements with Gillespie Fuels, provided that the Town is not
obligated to purchase the maximum amount in the quote.

8. Payment Orders -
On a motion made by Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the payment orders.

9. Payroll Warrants - 8/9/26 - 8/22/26: Paydate 8/27/26
On motion of Ms. Brown, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to
approve the warranted payroll dated August 27, 2026, for the period of August 9, 2026
to August 22, 2026.

10. Adjournment



On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Selectboard adjourned
the meeting at 6:59 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski
Administrative Assistant



