Braintree Conservation Commission - Meeting Minutes - 9/23/2026

Members present: Marlys Eddy, Paul Shriver, Brent Beidler

Meeting was called to order. Minutes from the July 22.2026 meeting were approved.

The focus of the meeting was a discussion about the formation of a wood bank in Braintree.
Paul reported that he had introduced the idea to the select board and the response was
generally supportive although there was some concern about liability for the town, particularly
if it included use of town property. Dan Burson will explore liability issues with the town’s legal
counsel.

The group reviewed a document highlighting background information and how other towns in
Vermont have approached the formation and function of a town wood bank. Brent shared that
a local coalition of Randolph area organizations (GRASS) has discussed response to the expected
increase in need this winter. They are aware of the Braintree Assistance Fund and will continue
to direct needs for Braintree residents to that resource. Available wood through the wood bank
could be connected to that resource which is facilitated by Jessie Brassard.

Currently there are approximately eight cords of dry wood stacked and available to donate to
families in need in Braintree. This provides a starting point for this winter. Select board
members, Loren Bent and Dan Burson, joined the group for part of the discussion. Loren noted
that there will be some trees along roadways that will be harvested over the next year. This can
provide an additional source of firewood for future needs. Both Dan and Loren reaffirmed
support for the idea of a wood bank and had some suggestions for a potential storage spot that
will be explored further. Dan offered to talk with other towns to gain additional information
from their experiences.

Action ltems:

- Brent will follow up with Jessie Brassard on the current status of the Braintree Assistance
Fund.

- Paul will maintain connection with the select board including updates from Dan about
liability concerns related to this project.

Next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 18 at 7 pm.

Minutes taken by Brent Beidler





