Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
August 4, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office: Daniel Burson, Selectboard Chair; Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Vice
Chair; Loren Bent, Selectboard member; Colin Evans, Selectboard member; Jessica Brassard, Town
Clerk/Treasurer; Paul Kowalski, Administrative Assistant.

Present on Zoom: Chelsie Brown, Selectboard member

1. Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm

2. Review of the agenda - Item 10, Executive Session was removed as it was not needed.

3. Approve minutes of July 21, 2026 Selectboard Meeting - Mr. Helmuth reminded all of the
discussion during Item 6b of the 7/21 meeting, pointing out that a key point of his motion, as
amended by Mr. Evans’ motion, changing “30 years” to “20 years," was not in the minutes.

He proposed amending the minutes to include that change. In the ensuing discussion, the
Board members concurred with Mr. Helmuth’s correction.
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the July 21, 2026 regular meeting minutes with the correction
cited by Mr. Helmuth.

4. Citizens’ comments -
Ms. Brassard noted that Paul Blossom had finished painting the Braintree Town Hall. She
stated that Mr. Blossom has made numerous minor repairs, and it looks great.

5. Reports:

a.

Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman - Mr. Bent reported that a
manufacturers representative is coming to work with the Town Highway crew on the
hydraulics of the grader. The Western Star truck will undergo an air canister repair
under warranty. The new truck that the Town has on order is being assembled. He and
other members of the Highway crew have been cutting ash trees that encroach on
ditches in the Town right-of-way. He and the Highway crew may be doing more of
this during winter hours.

Grants Report - Administrative Assistant - Paul Kowalski reported that he and Mr.
Bent had met to go over grant documentation and discussed closing out a FY26
ditching and culvert grant that work was recently completed on. During their meeting,
Mr. Bent and Mr. Kowalski visited and reviewed several recent worksites. In
discussion that followed, Mr. Burson expressed his hope to obtain an extension to
complete work related to the Thayer Brook Culvert grant. He sent a well-timed email
to one of the Town’s liaisons with the State, and the prospect of getting the requested
extension is good.

6. Old Business

a.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and Town Garage
and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor replacement, and
ventilation/dehumidification engineering plans - Mr. Helmuth reported that the
weatherization work on the Town Garage is set to start on August 17, and that



insulation begins getting blown in on August 31. He noted that the meeting packet
contains a bid for approximately $41,000 that includes both the ventilation and the
dehumidification, but does not include the electrical work associated with that. He
estimates that the electrical work may run about $5000, which would overspend on
the MERP grant but also trigger a supplemental grant from Efficiency Vermont. Mr.
Helmuth asked his fellow Board members for recommendations on a local electrician.
I. Consider and vote on proposal from Climate Systems for installation of
Ventilation/Dehumidification system in Town Garage - Mr. Helmuth recalled for the
Board that he had contacted five or six HVAC contractors about working on this
project. Only two responded, and only one submitted a bid.

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard
voted to approve and accept Climate Systems Inc.’s proposal for the installation
of the ventilation and dehumidification, subject to reasonable timelines.

7. New Business:

a.

Consider setting tax rate and make a decision on assessing the late filed Homestead
penalty - Ms. Brassard introduced the subject with some background information, and
discussion of the Common Level of Appraisal and property tax rates ensued.

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard
voted unanimously to approve the FY27 tax rate as proposed by the Town
Treasurer at 1.0440 with a local agreement rate of 0.0023.

Discussion continued about Homestead Declarations and the consequences of late
filing (or not filing) this document with the State.

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard
voted unanimously to enforce the penalties of late filed Homestead Declarations.
Review and possibly sign Sullivan Powers FY27 Engagement letter - The Board
reviewed the engagement letter from the firm that the Town has used for outside
auditing in recent years. The price for their auditing services went up this year from
$20,000 to $21,500.

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard
voted unanimously to accept and approve the Sullivan Powers FY27
Engagement Letter.

Discuss appointment of Forest Fire Warden - Discussion revealed uncertainties in this
State-mandated process. Mr. Burson will email the Vermont Dept. of Forests Parks
and Recreation for clarification.

Consider appointments to the Conservation Commission - This item was postponed to
be discussed at a future meeting.

Discussion on authority to approve access requests - Ms. Brassard suggested that the
Selectboard give authority to the Road Foreman to approve driveway access permit
applications.

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard
voted unanimously to delegate authority to approve Driveway Access Permit



applications to the Town Highway Foreman, and to remove Selectboard
signature and approval from the current application form.
I. Consider access request for Cameron Huard & Natalie Messier - Mr. Bent approved
this application.
8. Payment Orders -
On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the payment orders.
9. Payroll Warrants - 7/12/26 - 7/25/26: Paydate 7/30/26
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted to
approve the warranted payroll dated July 30, 2026, for the period of July 12, 2026 to
July 25, 2026.

10. Adjournment
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard adjourned
the meeting at 6:42pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski
Administrative Assistant



