Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
July 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office: Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer; Loren Bent, Selectboard
member; Colin Evans, Selectboard member; Chelsie Brown, Selectboard member; Lou Helmuth,
Selectboard Vice Chair; Daniel Burson, Selectboard Chair; Paul Shriver, Chair of Braintree

Conservation Commission; Jackson Evans, citizen/member of Snowsville Community Trust; Megan

O’Toole, citizen/member of Snowsville Community Trust; Paul Kendall, Planning Commission
member; Paul Kowalski, Administrative Assistant.

Present on Zoom: Janice Thresher joined after the meeting commenced.

Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 5:59pm. Attendance was taken.

Review of the agenda - Mr. Burson reviewed the agenda. He said the Executive Session was

not needed. Also, Mr. Burson moved item 7a, “Review and consider loan paperwork for the

new/used tractor,” up in the order to come after Reports. Ms. Brassard also requested adding

an item to New Business to discuss mailing the November ballot.

Approve minutes of July 7, 2026 Selectboard Meeting

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted to

approve the minutes of its July 7, 2026 meeting.

Citizens’ comments - No one attending either live or remotely had comments, but Mr.

Burson introduced an email received from Janice Thresher which he summarized and read

portions of aloud. Mr. Burson did the same with an email from Michelle Massa, the Planning

Commission Chair for the Town of Vershire.

Reports:

a. Conservation Commission Chair - semiannual report to the Selectboard - Paul
Shriver, Conservation Commission Chair, reported that the group is seeking issues to
work on and would discuss them during a brainstorming session at its July 22
meeting. In personnel changes on the Commission, Mr. Shriver said that the group
lost a person who is moving away but gained two new people to be appointed to their
roster. Mr. Helmuth suggested that the Conservation Commission could explore
working with the Planning Commission, as the two groups have complimentary
missions. There was discussion about the presence of the Emerald Ash Borer in
Braintree and the invasive pests’ infestation of trees in the public right of way.
Mitigation methods were discussed. The Selectboard thanked Mr. Shriver for his
service to the Town.
b. Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman - Mr. Bent, as Town Road

Foreman, reported that the Town Garage’s new floor was being poured that week.
The town highway staff have been removing roadside berms that inhibit drainage and
have been doing Class II Road work. Mr. Bent had been informed by TRORC, the
regional planners, that Braintree would be receiving a Small Scale Local Highway
Safety Improvement grant of $50,000. The new roadside mower has been received,



and Mr. Bent noted that it uses less fuel than the old mower and is faster. The Town
grader is back from servicing and is working well.

Grants Report - Administrative Assistant - Paul Kowalski reported that he and Mr.
Helmuth had just submitted a periodic report to the State about the Town’s MERP
program, under which repairs and renovations are being made to the Town Office and
Town Garage to improve energy efficiency and safety. Kowalski and Mr. Bent plan
to meet to work on transportation grant reporting and closeouts.

7a. Review and consider loan paperwork for the new/used tractor -

Ms. Brassard reviewed the loan documents and the loan’s terms with the Selectboard.

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the loan documents and execute them accordingly.

7b. Consider authorizing the Town Clerk to mail the November ballot to the citizens on the
Town’s voter list.
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to authorize the Town Clerk to have the November ballot mailed to
citizens on the Town voters list.

6. Old Business

a.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and Town Garage
and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor replacement, and
ventilation/dehumidification engineering plans - Mr. Helmuth noted that proposed
engineering plans for the ventilation/dehumidification work to be done in the Town
Garage were in the meeting packet. He had sent copies of the plans to the two
contractors who had responded to his outreach, and is pushing to have bids for the
Board to review at their next regular meeting.

Consider Proposed Response from Town to Snowsville Community Trust’s proposed
revisions to agreement between Town and Snowsville Community Trust relative to
$50,000 appropriation awarded by voters to Snowsville Community Trust at 2025
Town Meeting - (Mr. Burson recused himself from this discussion, as he is a member
of the Snowsville Community Trust.) Mr. Helmuth began the discussion by reviewing
the conversation held at an earlier selectboard meeting. He had since made changes to
the draft agreement between the Town and the SCT and circulated the revised
document. An active discussion followed, with questions and clarification on several
points.

Mr. Helmuth made a motion to approve the revised agreement, adding “private”
to item 2b, striking the fragment sentence at the end of item 2a, and
redesignating item 2d as 2¢, and unstriking item 3.

Mr. Evans followed with a proposal to amend Mr. Helmuth’s motion by also
changing “thirty years” in item 3 to “twenty years.” On a motion made by Colin
Evans, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Selectboard voted to amend Mr. Helmuth’s
motion as referenced above.



Mr. Evans then seconded Mr. Helmuth’s now amended motion.

The Selectboard voted unanimously to approve the agreement as amended by
Mr. Helmuth’s and Mr. Evens’ motions.

(Mr. Burson recused himself from the vote.)
7. New Business:

8. Payment Orders - On a motion made by Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Evans, the
Selectboard voted unanimously to approve the payment orders.

9. Payroll Warrants - 6/28/26 - 7/11/26: Paydate 7/16/26
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to
approve the warranted payroll dated July 16, 2026, for the period of June 28, 2026 to
July 16, 2026.

10. Adjournment -
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard adjourned
the meeting at 7:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski
Administrative Assistant



