Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
July 7, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office:

Dan Burson, Selectboard Chair; Lou Helmuth, Vice Chair Selectboard; Loren Bent, Selectboard
Member; Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member; Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk; Jackson Evans,
Lister and Snowsville Community Trust board member; Megan O’Toole, Snowsville
Community Trust board member; Paul Kendall, citizen

Present on Zoom:
Colin Evans, Selectboard Member; Janice Thresher, citizen

1. Call to order — Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:02. Attendance was recorded.

2. Review of the agenda — Mr. Burson adjusted the order of agenda items to accommodate
citizens present for particular issues.

3. Approve minutes of June 16, 2026 Regular Selectboard Meeting:
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board approved the
minutes of the regular meeting on June 16, 2026.

4. Citizens’ comments (limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum) —

Janice Thresher raised several questions about potential failures in warning and
posting of lister meeting minutes. Ms. Thresher also questioned why upcoming
lister meetings are not flagged on the homepage of the Town Website so citizens
are more easily made aware of upcoming meetings. Jackson Evans responded to
the firsts of Ms. Thresher’s concerns indicating that there may have been an error
in the online warning of a recent meeting on June 19 and that the wrong minutes
may have been posted to the wrong date on the website. He affirmed that proper
warnings were posted in required physical posting locations. He also indicated
that an additional lister meeting has been scheduled and warned for July 10 to
ratify actions taken at the June 19 meeting and to cure any potential errors.
Discussion followed on the second of Ms. Thresher’s concerns. In an effort to
provide simpler access to upcoming meeting agendas, the town will endeavor to
post agendas for upcoming board/commission meetings on the homepage of the
town website, in addition to posting them on the individual pages for each
board/commission.

5. Reports:
a. Emergency Management Director and Fire Advisory Representative -
semiannual reports to the Selectboard.



6. OIld Business

Ms. O’Toole reported that Town submitted its update to the Local
Emergency Management Plan on time and will continue working on
the Local Hazard Mitigation Plan. Ms. O’Toole will work on
coordinating Emergency Radio tests and to fill the Zone Coordinator
position for Abel Mountain Campground. She also suggested that she
would help the town to post emergency weather conditions to the
website whenever possible.

Conservation Commission Chair - semiannual reports to the Selectboard.

This item was tabled as the Chair was not able to be present.

Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman. Road Foreman

Loren Bent reported that summer work was ongoing as planned.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and

Town Garage and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor

replacement, and heating/ventilation improvements.
Mr. Helmuth reported that the ventilation engineering plan has not
been received and Ms. Brassard reported that the engineer, Jeremiah
Twombly, was on-site this date to take additional measurements. In
order to complete his engineering plan. Mr. Bent reported that the
garage floor is scheduled to be demolished next week and the new
floor to go in the week after.

Review and vote on amended MERP grant agreement and updated Scope

of Work
Mr. Helmuth reviewed the MERP grant and Revised Scope of Work.
On Motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. Brown, the board
voted to authorize and sign execution of the MERP grant and
Updated Scope of Work.

Review and vote on changes to Town Purchasing Policy.
Mr. Helmuth drew the board’s attention to the incorporation of the
revision discussed at the last meeting: that bids be “submitted in
person to the Town Clerk at the Town Office, or by mail addressed to
the Town in care of the Selectboard, or by email as otherwise directed
in the bid specification, and plainly marked with the name of the bid.”
On Motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the board
voted to adopt the revised Purchasing Policy.

7. New Business:

a.

Consider Snowsville Community Trust’s proposed revisions to agreement
between Town and Snowsville Community Trust relative to $50,000
appropriation awarded by voters to Snowsville Community Trust at 2025
Town Meeting.

Mr. Burson turned this portion of the meeting over to Mr. Helmuth as
Mr. Burson is a Board Member of the SCT.



Mr. Helmuth explained that the Snowsville Community Trust (SCT)
has proposed changes to the Selectboard approved agreement proposed
by the Town in July 2025 relative to the $50,000 appropriation to SCT,
approved by the voters of the Town at Town Meeting 2025. Jackson
Evans, Board Member of SCT, explained the proposed changes. Mr.
Helmuth asked questions and Mr. Evans and Megan O’Toole, also an
SCT Board member, responded to those questions. Paul Kendall,
raised several questions and concerns, including his desire to ensure
that the property purchased in part with the Town appropriated funds
not be developed for commercial or for-profit uses, the duration of the
proposed agreement, and several suggestions for language changes in
the proposed agreement to protect the interests of the town.

Discussion was had between the Board, Mr. Kendall and SCT Board
members. Mr. Helmuth suggested that he take into account the
comments made this evening, and draft a further revised agreement for
comment by interested parties, and further consideration and possible
vote by the Board, at its next meeting on July 21, 2026, and inquired if
anyone had a different suggestion. All present agreed to Mr.
Helmuth’s proposal and will propose a newly revised agreement for
consideration at the 7/21/26 Selectboard meeting.

b. Consider approval of Grand List Extension Request to VT Dept. of Taxes.
Jackson Evans reported that due to a potential error in warning the
June 19 meeting of the Board of Listers, the listers sought selectboard
approval, in accordance with 32 VSA Section 4342, of a 15 day
extension to file the Braintree Grand List with the Vermont
Department of Taxes, to allow time for an additional meeting to cure
any potential error in warning referenced above.
On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the board voted to
approve the filing with the Department of Taxes of the 15 day extension
request.

1. Review and consider changes to Vermont’s forest fire laws and associated
requirements.

The Board reviewed the June 24, 2026 letter from the Vermont
Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation relative to changes to
Vermont’s forest fire laws resulting from Act 162 of 2026. In
accordance with those changes, the Braintree Fire Warden is now the
chief of the Randolph Fire Department, the fire department that serves
Braintree. Thus, it appears that Burn Permits for the Town of
Braintree must now be requested of the chief of the Randolph Fire
Department until further notice. The Town will make appropriate
changes on the website directing Burn Permit and other fire related
requests to the Randolph Fire Department chief.

Payment Orders —



On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the board approved
payment orders.

8. Payroll Warrants - 6/14/26 - 6/27/26: Paydate 7/2/26
On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the board
approved the payroll warrants for 06/14/26 — 06/26/26 payroll period.

9. Executive Session per 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(3) to discuss a personnel matter.
Executive Session not held.

8. Adjournment
On motion of Ms. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the board
agreed to adjourn the meeting at 7:35 pm.



