Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
June 2, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Selectboard Members Present: Daniel Burson (Chair), Loren Bent, Chelsie Brown.
Others Present: Jessie Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer; Paul Kowalski, Administrative Assistant
Present on Zoom: Lou Helmuth, Vice Chair; Colin Evans, Selectboard Member; Michael Miller

1. Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

2. Review of the agenda - Paul Kowalski requested adding a brief administrative assistant
report. Ms. Brassard added an item for discussion during the MERP section (Item 6a).

3. Approve minutes of May 19, 2026 Regular Selectboard Meeting - Mr. Helmuth proposed
adding the following text to the end of Item 7b, “Ms. O'Toole indicated that Snowsville
Community Trust's planned purchase of a building for which the appropriation was made
was initially expected to occur in FY26, but is now expected to occur in early FY27.
Finding these to be special circumstances justifying the request to extend the
appropriation into FY27,”...

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the amended May 19, 2026 meeting minutes.

4. Citizens’ comments (limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum) -
“Michael Smith” shared his screen, which contained inappropriate imagery. He was
removed from the Zoom call.

5. Reports:

a. Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman - Mr. Bent reported that
the Town Road Crew had been doing some grading and chloriding of roads. The
2026 Grants in Aid work is nearly completed, save for the grass seeding. They
still have some work to do on the Class II Roads Grant, he said. The crew has
started their cycle of mowing. The 2010 “yellow” Town tractor broke down,
prompting Mr. Bent to research rent, lease and purchase options for a working
unit, several of which he reviewed with the Board. In discussion, the Board was
supportive of Mr. Bent doing more research, especially for lease options.

1.  Review and Approve Driveway Permit -
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board
voted unanimously to approve the Driveway Access Permit request
made by Doug Gottshall.

b. Administrative Assistant Report - Paul Kowalski reported that he had met with
Ms. Brassard, and will resume storage of approved minutes on the shared T:
drive. They also reviewed some grant procedures and responsibilities, and agreed
to have Paul review incoming mail for the Selectboard.

c. Treasurer - Review of FY2025 Draft Audit Report - Ms. Brassard provided a
review of the recently completed Draft Audit Report. She noted that the last page
typically contains concerns or issues raised by the auditors. Though sometimes,



lengthy, this year the final page contained just one concern -- a yearly, ongoing
issue of grants and accounts payable, which Ms. Brassard believes reverts back to
staff turnover. She said the solution is a work in progress. Mr. Helmuth observed
that it is a pretty healthy audit, and agreed that there is always a thing or two that
need to be adjusted or polished. He acknowledged the effort that went into not
having a long list of things to work on, and thanked Ms. Brassard for her role as
Treasurer and as Town Clerk. Mr. Burson agreed that one action item versus
twelve is a big difference. To transition the audit from draft status to complete,
Ms. Brassard will need to provide the auditors with a response to concerns with
grant accounting.

6. Old Business

a.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and Town
Garage and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor replacement, and
heating/ventilation improvements - Mr. Burson read through an email received
from Megan O’Toole, who has been the coordinator of the MERP project. Ms.
O’Toole 1s expecting an updated scope of work from the VT Dept. of Buildings
and General Services for the MERP grant. She and Mr. Helmuth spoke with BGS
recently, and it was agreed that the ventilation and dehumidification systems
would be added to the grant’s scope of work, which may allow the Town to
qualify for extra incentives from Efficiency Vermont. Mr. Burson opined that
because the source of the humidity is mainly snow and moisture coming into the
Town Garage on trucks, humidity and ventilation must both happen, rather than
one or the other. Mr. Helmuth said that on June 9, an HVAC engineer will visit
the site and will hopefully come up with a comprehensive, engineered solution to
the humidity and ventilation issues.

Going back to Ms. O’Toole’s email, Mr. Burson noted that regarding extra
incentives from Efficiency Vermont, it was confirmed that both the Town Garage
and Town Office buildings are both eligible individually, which results in $17,300
in additional incentives for the project. Discussion continued about possibly
replacing the siding on the Town Office building while the contractors are on site
replacing windows. After going through some rough calculations of expenses on
the project, Mr. Helmuth expressed his support for dealing with the exterior siding
1ssues on the Town Office, which would still leave a substantial balance in the
Town Campus Reserve for emergencies or to build on for the future. Other Board
members agreed.

On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board voted
unanimously to move forward with the estimate from ACH to add siding to the
Town Office.

i. Review amended MERP grant agreement and updated Scope of Work - As the
amended MERP grant agreement and updated Scope of Work have not yet been
received by the Town, this item was postponed for consideration at a future
meeting.



7.
8.

10.

11.

b. Review and vote on changes to Town Purchasing Policy - This item was
postponed for consideration at the next Selectboard meeting.

New Business: None
Payment Orders -
On a motion made by Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted
unanimously to approve the payment orders.
Payroll Warrants - 5/17/26 - 5/30/26: Paydate 6/4/26
On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Selectboard voted to
approve the warranted payroll dated June 4, 2026, for the period of May 17, 2026 to
May 30, 2026.
Executive Session per 1 V.S.A. § 313(a)(3) to discuss a personnel matter -
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard voted to
enter Executive Session at 6:37pm.
The Selectboard emerged from the Executive Session at 7:05pm. No decisions were
made and no action was taken.
Adjournment -
On a motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Selectboard voted to
adjourn the meeting at 7:06pm.



