Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, April 21, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Selectboard Members Present: Lou Helmuth, Loren Bent, Colin Evans

Others Present: Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer; Robert Cruickshank, Lost Nation ATV
Club; Bob Moyer, Braintree Development Review Board

Present on Zoom: Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member; Paul Kowalski, Administrative
Assistant, Michael G

1. Call to order - In Mr. Burson’s absence, Mr. Helmuth as Vice Chair called the meeting to
order at 6:00pm.

2. Review of the agenda - Mr. Helmuth proposed postponing discussion of Items 6a and
6a.i, relating to the MERP project, as additional pertinent information is still forthcoming.
He also proposed postponing Item 7a until Megan O’Toole, Braintree’s Emergency
Management Director, can be present to guide the board through a review of that
document. In consideration of Mr. Cruickshank, Mr. Helmuth also proposed moving item
6b nearer to the top of the agenda, followed by Reports. There were no objections.

3. Approve minutes of April 7, 2026 Regular Selectboard Meeting - Ms. Brassard noted that
in Item 4, first paragraph, the last word should be “Eddy” and not “Eddys.” She also said
that on Page 3, second paragraph, on the first line, the word, “the,” should replace “that”
prior to the word, “Town.” Lastly, Ms. Brassard noted that on Page 4, the motion that was
passed (in bold) should include “and Town Office,” at the end, to read “weatherization
and insulation of the Town Garage and Town Office,” as that was the motion that was
passed. In discussion, Mr. Bent and Mr. Helmuth, who were present at that meeting,
agreed with Ms. Brassard.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to accept
the changes to the minutes proposed by Ms. Brassard.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to
approve the minutes with approved changes of the April 7, 2026 Regular
Selectboard Meeting.

4. Citizens’ comments - There were no citizens' comments.

6b. Review and vote on 2026 ATV Ordinance (no changes from last year) - Mr. Helmuth
recused himself from voting on this item.

On a motion made by Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to
accept and adopt the Braintree ATV Ordinance with no changes from last year.

5. Reports:

a. Semiannual report from Zoning Administrator & Development Review Board
Chair - Bob Moyer, Chair of the Development Review Board reported that the
DRB has not had any business to consider over the past six months. The winter
season tends to be quiet on the construction front, and the DRB had no reason to
meet. He asked if the Selectboard had any questions for the DRB. Mr. Helmuth



asked about the status of the DRB’s membership. Mr. Moyer responded that they
have a full, five-member contingent, plus an alternate. He was pleased to go on
record by saying that Braintree has a very high-quality DRB that works well
together. In addition to Mr. Moyer, the DRB membership includes Linda Doan,
Joan Richmond-Hall, Jennifer Phipps, and Steve Zind. Shannon Freeman serves
as the alternate.

Treasurer Report - Ms. Brassard, as Town Treasurer, reported that, three quarters
of the way through the Town’s fiscal year, the Town’s finances are doing well and
she does not have any major points of concern to discuss. Mr. Helmuth observed
that the Vehicle, Equipment and Maintenance section of the Town Budget still has
a small amount in it, more than three quarters of the way through the fiscal year,
which was a positive finding. Mr. Helmuth thanked Ms. Brassard for her work.
Highway Report - Road Foreman - Mr. Bent reported that carbide steel, which is
used to make blades for graders, is now considered a war commodity. A
replacement blade for the grader that last year cost $1400 is now costing nearly
$4500. Instead he is looking at heat-treated blades, which would be more
affordable, but wear out faster than the carbide blades do. The Town Highway
crew has been ditching and grading when the weather allows. Mr. Bentinstalled a
new mailbox to replace a resident’s box that was hit by the town plow. The
resident was appreciative. In the gallery, Mr. Moyer said that from his perspective,
the Town Highway crew does a good job on the roads.

Grants Report - Administrative Assistant - Paul Kowalski reported that he had
recently submitted the reporting that is due by April 30 on the funds that the Town
received under the American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA). This is the final report for
this program. Mr. Kowalski also noted that the reporting that is due for the
CDBG/Orange County Parent Child Center grant will be submitted by Sarah
Wraight of Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission. Ms. Brassard is
working with Sarah Wraight on that reporting.

6. Old Business

a.

Review of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP) project and Town
Garage and Town Office weatherization, insulation, garage floor replacement, and
heating/ventilation improvements - Mr. Helmuth, who has been working with
Megan O’Toole on this project, reported that potential contractors have recently
made site visits, and the Town will soon have a complete proposal from a heating
contractor for a propane-fueled system that is comparable to the wood
pellet-fueled system which the Town has been considering. This process will
enable the Selectboard to fully consider the costs associated with these two
heating methods, to reach a decision that best benefits the Town. He believes the
Town will hopefully have sufficient information to make this decision in advance
of the Selectboard’s May 5 meeting.

i. Review amended MERP grant agreement and updated Scope of Work - This
item was tabled for review at a future Selectboard meeting.



b.

Review plan for Green-Up Day - Ms. Brassard noted that the resident whom
Jackson Evans had recruited to take over the role of Coordinator for Green-Up
Day will be away during Green-Up Day this year. Upon learning this, Ms.
Brassard did the coordination work that was needed and said it was taken care of.
Sign Sullivan Powers Engagement Letter - Mr. Helmuth noted that Sullivan
Powers is the firm who conducts the Town’s independent audit every year, and
this contract is a formality, as the audit work has already been done. The contract
was the standard form of what has been used in the past and the amount did not
change from the prior year.

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard
voted to sign the Sullivan Powers engagement letter dated December 11th,
2025. Mr. Evans abstained from the vote.

7. New Business:

8.

10.

a.

Review and vote on updated Local Emergency Management Plan - this item was
tabled to be taken up at a future Selectboard meeting.

Review and vote on mowing contract and spring clean up for Town office and
Town Hall - Rates with the local contractor used last year have gone up, but Mr.
Helmuth observed that it should fall within the Town’s budget.

On a motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard
voted to approve the contract for Jason’s Handiwork to provide mowing and
spring clean up for the Town.

Payment Orders -

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Board unanimously approved

the payment orders assembled for this Selectboard Meeting.

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved the payment orders for the April 7, 2026 Selectboard meeting.
Payroll Warrants - 4/5/26 - 4/18/26: Paydate 4/23/26

On Motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard voted to

approve the warranted payroll dated April 23, 2026 for the April 5, 2026 through

April 18, 2026 payroll period.
Adjournment

On Motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard meeting was

adjourned at 6:34pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski
Administrative Assistant



