Braintree Selectboard
Special Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 27, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office: Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer; Loren Bent, Selectboard
Member (joined the meeting at 6:15pm).

Present on Zoom: Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair; Daniel Burson, Vice Chair; Chelsie
Brown, Selectboard Member; Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member; Paul Kowalski,
Administrative Assistant

Call to order - Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

1
2. The Agenda items were reviewed
3.
4

. Review and approval of the 2027 Town Budget - Ms. Brassard made comments,

Citizens’ comments - There were no citizens’ comments

answered questions about the budget and clarified several points for the Selectboard.
On a Motion made by Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard
voted to approve the FY2027 Budget to be incorporated into the Town Report and
the Town Meeting Warning as reviewed this evening by the Selectboard.
Review and approval of 2026 Town Meeting Warning
On a Motion made by Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted
to approve the Town Meeting Warning for the 2026 Braintree Town Meeting.

a. The Selectboard reviewed the two finalists for the cover photo for the Town

Report.

Cure open meeting law violations associated with our regular meeting on 1/20, in
accordance with 1 VSA Section 314(b)(4)(A). (Vermont Open Meeting Law requires that
agendas for regular meetings be posted at least 48 hours in advance, and 24 hours for
special meetings. Postings must occur in or near the municipal office, in at least two other
designated public places, and on the public body's website if one exists. Because of an
oversight, the 1/20/2026 Selectboard Meeting was improperly noticed. To cure this
potential violation, the body must either "ratify" or "declare as void" any action taken
during the illegal meeting.)
On a Motion made by Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Selectboard voted
to ratify all of the decisions that the Selectboard took at its 1/20/2026 regular
meeting, in the event that the meeting was held in violation of Vermont Open

Meeting Law.



To avoid this from recurring, Ms. Brassard proposed assigning the physical posting of
Selectboard meeting agendas to a designee, possibly the Assistant Town Clerk. The
Administrative Assistant shall provide the designee with a meeting agenda by 3:00pm on
the Friday before Selectboard meetings.

. Adjournment -

On a Motion made by Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, followed by a

unanimous vote, the meeting adjourned at 6:22pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski

Administrative Assistant



