Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, March 17, 2026, at 6:00 p.m.

Selectboard Members Present: Daniel Burson, Loren Bent, Lou Helmuth, Colin Evans.
Others Present: Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer; Paul Kowalski, Administrative
Assistant.
Present on Zoom: Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member; Megan O’Toole, MERP Project Chair.

1.
2.
3.

Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.

Review of the agenda - No changes were made.

Approve minutes of March 10, 2026 Regular Selectboard Meeting

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard voted to
approve the minutes of the March 10, 2026 Regular Selectboard Meeting.
Citizens’ comments - There were no Citizens’ Comments

Reports:

a.

Semi-Annual Report from Tri-Valley Transit (TVT) Rep to TRORC - Paul
Kendall presented a copy of TVT’s 2025 Annual Report. This summer will be the
50th anniversary of the founding of what has become known as Tri-Valley
Transit. He spoke about their recent expansion into Washington County, and about
the growing pains associated with taking on new routes, vehicles and staff. A
major concern to TVT was determining if they had the capacity to provide service
to that area, and they wanted to be sure that AOT was going to be supportive. Mr.
Kendall credited the stability and success of TVT to its management team.
Selectboard members thanked him for the report and for his service.

Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman - As Road
Commissioner, Mr. Burson began the report. He and Mr. Bent met recently with
Pat Ross, a consultant who can do the surveying and engineering for the Thayer
Brook project. Town staff are not equipped to perform the needed stream profile
and cross-section for this project, and Pat Ross, a former longtime VTrans
employee, said the engineering can be included on the grant if the grant
agreement with the State is amended. Indications from the State are that this
would be approved. Discussion continued on the benefits of requesting an
extension of the grant, to secure the necessary engineering information for
successful installation of the structure and to secure more accurate bids. In an
effort to maximize the grant funding, once an extension of the grant is secured
and the engineering is done, the project can be put out for rebidding, with better
information for contractors to base their bids on. The Town will benefit from
more realistic estimates for the project.

Mr. Bent would like to purchase a (cherry-picker type) 3-foot safety cage
that connects to a set of forks, which a tractor or loader operator would use to lift
a person wearing a harness to reach high places for projects not accessible via
ladder. The cost would be under $700, and would have many uses.



On a Motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard
voted to authorize Mr. Bent to purchase a forklift safety cage for the Town.

c. Grants Report - Administrative Assistant - Paul Kowalski reviewed a discussion
he had on Monday with two VTrans officials regarding possible grants and
administrative or compliance requirements. He will coordinate his efforts with
Rita Seto of TRORC and Messrs. Burson and Bent.

6. Old Business

a. Vote on scope and components of Municipal Energy Resilience Program (MERP)
project and Town Campus improvements - Ms. O’Toole, who had to leave the
meeting early, made comments in the chat. Mr. Burson, with help from others
present, provided some background for Mr. Evans, who is new to this project. The
Selectboard members reviewed and compared the six scenarios that Ms. O’Toole
had compiled.

On a Motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Evans, the Selectboard
voted to authorize Ms. O’Toole to move forward with grants and further
discussion of contract terms for Scenario #2 for the weatherization and
insulation for the Town Office and weatherization, insulation and heating for
the Town Garage.

b. Vote on AOT Grants In Aid participation -

On a Motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the
Selectboard voted to sign the Letter of Intent with the State of Vermont for
the FY2027 Grants in Aid program.

c. Vote on Request to Include Snowsville area as Tier 1B for the Two Rivers-
Ottauquechee Regional Plan - The Selectboard members provided background to
Mr. Evans, with a brief summary of Act 250 and Act 181. Selectboard members
expressed their views on Act 181 and how it would apply to Braintree.
Collectively, without a formal vote, the Board decided to take no action on this
item, as ‘no action’ equates to a ‘no’ vote on the issue.

d. Consider execution of Certificate of Compliance for Roads & Bridges -

On a Motion by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard voted to
sign the Certificate of Compliance for Road & Bridges Standards and
Network Inventory.

e. Vote on reappointment of Town Officials whose terms have expired and wish to
continue to serve - Mr. Helmuth, who performed outreach, reported that Linda
Doane has accepted the appointment to the Planning Commission and would
accepte reappointment to the Development Review Board (DRB). Peter Reed
accepted his appointment as Auditor. Walter Scott accepted his appointment to the
Planning Commission. Ms. Brassard announced that Annie Massey appeared at
the Town Office, verbally accepted her appointment, and was eager to serve.
Acceptance of other appointments to the DRB and Conservation Commission are
still pending.



7.

8.

10.

I1.

On a Motion made by Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the
Selectboard voted to approve the new appointment of Linda Doane to the
DRB for a 3-year term and to confirm all of the other appointments that the
Selectboard made at its March 10, 2026 meeting.

On a Motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard
voted to appoint Megan O’Toole as the Emergency Management Director for
the Town.

f.  Vote on nominee for E911 Coordinator - Mr. Bent said that the nominee, Pete
Legacy, said he would accept the appointment. Ms. Brown agreed to help with the
transition and onboarding.

On a Motion made by Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Selectboard
voted to approve the appointment of Pete Legacy as the new E911
Coordinator for the Town.

g. Coordination of Final Agenda Approvals - Timely posting of Selectboard meeting
agendas has been a challenge for the Assistant Town Clerk, due to the timing of
the release of the agenda. The Administrative Assistant shall release the
Selectboard meeting agenda by 2:00pm on the Friday prior to Selectboard
meetings.

New Business:

a. 2026 Selectboard Photo - Item tabled until a meeting when all Selectboard
members are present.

Payment Orders - Mr. Burson provided explanation of this action as a responsibility of
the Selectboard to Mr. Evans. Ms. Brassard noted that there is an additional payment
warrant in the stack for an annual operating fee to the State is $1350.00 for a Municipal
Roads General Permit which must be paid online.

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved the payment orders.

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved the payment of $1350 to the State of Vermont for a Municipal General
Roads Permit.

Payroll Warrants - None (next meeting: 3/8/26 - 3/21/26 - Paydate 3/26/26)

Executive session to discuss a legal matter per 1 V.S.A. § 313 - Mr. Burson said this was
not needed tonight.

Adjournment -

On Motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Selectboard meeting was
adjourned at 7:28pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski
Administrative Assistant



