Braintree Selectboard
Regular Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, August 19, 2025, at 6:00 p.m.

Present at the Town Office:

Daniel Burson, Vice Chair Selectboard; Loren Bent, Selectboard Member; Chelsie Brown,
Selectboard Member; Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member; Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk; Paul
Kowalski, Town Administrative Assistant; Jean & George Cocuzzo, Braintree property owners;
Jackson Evans and Nathan Cleveland, Braintree Planning Commission

Absent: Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair

Present on Zoom: Sandy Vondrasek, Town Representative to the TRORC Board
1. Call to order - Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:01. Attendance was recorded.
2. Review of the agenda - The board reviewed the agenda and made no changes.
3. Approve minutes of August 5, 2025, Regular Selectboard Meeting

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the minutes of
the regular meeting on August 5, 2025. Mr. Helmuth abstained.

Out of respect for Ms. Vondrasek, Mr. Burson suggested the Selectboard jump ahead in the
Agenda to:
5. Reports

c. TRORC Representative Report - Sandy Vondrasek - Sandy has been the Town
Representative to the TRORC Board for about 1-1/2 yrs. She has had perfect attendance,
gone to all the TRORC Board meetings, including the annual meeting. In recent months,
the Updated Regional Plan was approved by the TRORC Board. The Future Land Use
section and Data section are the last to be updated. She discussed the Future Land Use
maps element of the Regional Plan, which has new housing targets, and reported that
there has been some pushback from the agricultural sector and some water resource
people. TRORC finances are solid, she said. With the exception of the FEMA-funded
BRIC program, most grant programs are intact. She discussed the Shared Services
program, whereby towns utilized staff from TRORC to perform vital functions, and also
reported that towns are finding there’s a smaller pool of funds to borrow to finance
projects. The Selectboard thanked her for the report, and was appreciative of her perfect
attendance.

4. Citizens’ comments (limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum) -
a. Joan & George Cocuzzo - The Cocuzzos have been part-time residents on Lemery
Road for about 50 years. They reported thattraffic is a problem, and speeding is a
problem on Lemery Road that divides their property. They requested a sign be
installed with a posted speed limit. Mr. Burson informed the Cocuzzos that
several steps need to be taken to set and post speed limits and that the Board



needed to secure additional information to determine what if any next steps could
be taken. The Board will explore and reach out to the Cocuzzos with findings. .

No other citizens comments

5. Reports
As a courtesy to Mr. Cleveland, the Selectboard jumped ahead to:

a.

Old Business
a.

b.

b. Planning Commission Report - Nathan Cleveland - The Planning Commission
is looking for a new member to fill a vacated seat, with a remaining term that ends
in March 2026. The person would be appointed by the Selectboard, and need not
come from the pool of usual volunteers. Mr. Burson said the Selectboard members
will start asking around for a willing candidate. As an update, the Planning
Commission is working on wrapping up work with the zoning bylaw updates,
with a public hearing on 9/18. After that,they will vote on it. The town legislative
body (Selectboard) then needs to hold a subsequent public hearing on it, as well,
A summary of changes will be available shortly on the Town website. They’ll
likely approve the draft at this week’s Planning Commission meeting, and will
seek public input up to and including the 9/18 hearing, The intent of the bylaw
update is to make it more administratively simple for the public and Zoning
Administrator to use the Ordinance when applying for and making permit
decisions. Mr. Burson thanked Mssrs. Cleveland and Evans for their hard work.
Highway Report - Road Commissioner & Road Foreman

i.  Pent Rd culvert: Expecting Plan from State River Engineer - The expected

plan has arrived, and this project will be extended to next summer.

ii.  Culvert Inventory - Mr. Bent reported that the Town now has a current
culvert inventory, and that several new culverts have been added, and that
the top of BowenHill has been resurfaced. Mr. Bent noted that the State of
Vermont, which conducts hydraulic studies, has quite a backlog, especially
for anything not related to storm damage repair. Mr. Burson noted that we
would not want to replace culverts without these studies and that TRORC
is looking into having an outside consultant perform these studies during
the state backlog.

iil. Lemery Bridge - Mr. Bent recommended that replacing the planking
should be included in next year’s budget.

iv. Other - Mr. Bent noted that the Town crew has cleaned up roadside berms
around town, which fosters proper drainage. He has been shopping out
estimates to get the Lemery Road railroad crossing and Riford Brook
paving projects done.

Selectboard priority project updates
i.  New website update - Town Office staff had 2-% hours of training with the
web developer recently. The new website will be going live in about two
weeks.
Reschedule Ethics Training -

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved moving the
required ethics training for Town officials from 9/18/25 to 9/4/25, to avoid conflicting
with the Planning Commission public hearing scheduled for 9/18/25.



As a courtesy to Mr. Evans, the Selectboard jumped ahead to:

7. New Business

C.

Review application for East Braintree/Snowsville Village Center designation and
vote whether to submit application to Vermont Department of Housing and
Community Development - Mr. Helmuth summarized the process to date leading
up to and the drafting of the Town’s application to the Vermont Department of
Housing and Community Development, and some of the potential benefits to the
Town. Jackson Evans of the Snowsville Community Trust reviewed the specifics
of the draft application and described how village center designation could
enhance the community and potentially help property owners within the proposed
village center with State grant and tax credit programs. He and Mr. Hellmuth met
with staft from the Vermont Agency of Housing and Community Development,
did a walk-around of the subject area, made sense of boundaries, and affirmed that
it is consistent with the Town Plan. Notifications were made to TRORC and
Green Mountain Economic Development Corp. who were supportive. TRORC
put together the boundary map to be included in the application. If approved by
the Selectboard, the application will be submitted to the State for review and
hopeful approval in September..

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the
submission of the application to the Vermont Department of Housing and
Community Development, to include the minutes of this meeting and the small
changes by TRORC to the map that Mr. Evans described.

a.

Set Town Tax Rate - Town Clerk Jessica Brassard noted that town property tax
rate will increase this year, though not as much as last year, and asked the
Selectboard to approve a rate of 1.0033.

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the Town
tax rate for fiscal year 2026 at 1.0033 cents.

1. Homestead Declaration filing - Ms. Brassard noted that late filings of
Homestead Declarations have led to problems and complications for the Town
Office. (By Vermont law, property owners whose homes meet the definition of a
Vermont homestead must file a Homestead Declaration annually by the April 15
filing deadline. If homeowners file after the deadline, municipalities may assess a
penalty of up to 8% if the nonhomestead rate is lower than the homestead
education property tax rate.)

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board agreed to assess the
late-filed Homestead Declaration penalty of 8%.

b. Brush hogging Town Property - Ms. Brassard noted that two Town-owned parcels

need to be cleared of brush and small trees. Discussion led to seeing if the



contractor who does the cemetery and town hall mowing could also brush-hog
both, as the answer will help determine what to do next year.

c. Stationary RVs - It was noted that there are a number of stationary RVs on
properties in Town. Mr. Burson asked what has been done in the past about these.
Ms. Brassard said that there’s a law. RVs can be subject to property taxes if they
are located on the same site in a town for more than 180 days in the year, per 32
V.S.A. § 3692(b) When it becomes obvious that someone is living in an RV, that
is a trigger to it being added to the assessed property value. A concerned citizen
can bring this to the Listers’ attention.

8. Payment Orders

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the board approved payment
orders.

6. Payroll Warrant — Payroll will be added to the next meeting.
7. Adjournment

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. Brown, the board agreed to adjourn the
meeting at 7:28 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul Kowalski, Administrative Assistant



