
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

June 3, 2025, at 6:00 pm  
 
The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair          
Loren Bent, Selectboard Member        Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member 
Doug Bent, Friends of the Town Hall            Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer 
                                 
Chelsie Brown (Selectboard member), Paul Hansen (Ecopixel) and Darlene McCormick (Mad 
River Web) attended the meeting via Zoom. 
 
Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 
The Board reviewed the agenda and under the Highway Report, tabled the items related to the 
Potential Gravel Purchase, Bids for the Thayer Brook Headwall, Uniform RFP responses, and 
the Potential Uses for the SFY26 Grants-In-Aid Program. 
 
Approve the minutes of the May 20, 2025 Regular Selectboard Meeting. 
 
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the minutes of 
the Regular Selectboard Meeting on May 20, 2025. Ms. O’Toole abstained as she was not 
present for the meeting. 
 
Citizens' comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum - Doug Bent 
reported that he received a quote from Paul Blossom, painting contractor, to paint the new 
portion of the Town Hall and the attached porch. The price would be $4,800. Paul can do the 
painting in September. He recommended that the Town have a contractor evaluate potential 
repairs that need to be completed to the siding of the old part of the Town Hall where rainwater 
is coming off the roof. There may be other items that a contractor could look at. Mr. Bent will 
arrange to visit the Town Hall with a few contractors. Doug Bent will tell Mr. Blossom to put the 
town on his schedule. 
 
 
Reports 

● Highway Report – The Highway Crew has been grading the roads when the weather 
permits.  There has been more rain than usual, so some road grading has resulted in 
challenging conditions on some roads. 



● Potential Gravel Purchase –Tabled until the next meeting. 
● Review of Uniforms Cleaning RFP – Tabled until next meeting so that Mr. 

Burson can review the bids.  
● Road Foreman Vacancy – An independent ad-hoc hiring committee interviewed 

the one candidate who submitted an application. Their report will be reviewed 
during the executive session. Until a permanent road foreman can be hired, the 
Board discussed the option of hiring a contractor as a consultant to help guide the 
work of the road crew in the interim. 

 
Old Business 

● Selectboard priority project updates –  
● Review Bids for Town Website – The board reviewed the new information that 

had been collected since the last meeting. Mr. Helmuth spoke with the Town 
Clerk in Troy, VT about managing their website with Ecopixel. Troy reported 
that there was a learning process with understanding how to manage the website, 
but she was able to overcome issues and got used to the “back end” platform. 
The representatives from Ecopixel and Mad River Web answered questions from 
the Board and offered more information about their pricing. 

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved accepting the bid 
provided by Mad River Web. 
 

● Next steps in considering feasibility study - Ms. O’Toole will reach out to SHKS 
Architects about reviewing the final report. 

 
● Nominate Local Leader to attend Community Leadership Summit – No further 

interest was voiced in attending the Summit. 
 

● Administrative Assistant transition planning – 
● Review draft contract from TRORC – The Selectboard and Ms. Brassard 

discussed the updates to the TRORC contract.   
 

New Business 
● Rural Roadside Ash Removal Grant Denial Notification - The Vermont Department of 

Forest and Parks denied the Town’s grant application for Ash tree removal. The program 
was oversubscribed and Braintree was not selected. 

● Extension for filing of the Grand List 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved the Extension 
for filing the Grant list to June 15, 2025. 
 
Payment Orders - The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved the payment 
orders.  
 



Payroll Warrant – The Selectboard was not able to review the Payroll Warrant for the May 18, 
2025 – May 31, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on June 5, 2025 as it was not able to be 
prepared in time for the meeting. The Board will review this Warrant at the next regular meeting. 
 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved entering into an 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) at 
7:15 p.m. Ms. Brassard was invited to attend the Executive Session and Mr. Bent recused 
himself from part of the Executive Session. 
 
At 8:13 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved entering into a 
contract with Two Rivers Ottaquechee Regional Planning Commission to provide 
administrative services to the Town as a part of the shared services pilot program, with the 
contract beginning on July 1, 2025. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved hiring Mr. 
Jeffrey Masterson as a highway consultant until such time that a permanent road foreman 
has started work full-time, not to exceed 20 hours per week. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved making an offer 
of employment to Mr. Loren Bent to serve as the full-time highway foreman, starting July 
7, 2025. Mr. Bent abstained from the decision. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board adjourned the meeting at 
8:15 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Megan O’Toole 
Selectboard Chair 


