TOWN OF BRAINTREE
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES
SATURDAY, MARCH 2, 2024

The legal voters of the Town of Braintree in the County of Orange met in the Braintree Town
Hall in person in said Town on Saturday, March 2, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. for the annual town
meeting. Current moderator, Jackson Evans, called the meeting to order at 10:03 A.M. There
were approximately 80 people in attendance, with 4 people on Zoom. Mr. Evans wanted to
thank Larry Revit, Colin Evans, Dan Burson, Megan O’Toole (he should’ve included himself)
for the work and effort to put in the new sound system at the town hall. The new system will
allow blue tooth connectivity direct to hearing aids and just all-around better sound. He went on
to thank many town employees and volunteers for their continued dedication. Paul Kendall
remarked on what an awful year it’s been weatherwise for the roads and what a great job the road
crew has done. Mr. Evans read from the selectboard report regarding the resigning of
selectboard members Keegan Haupt and Charlie McMeekin. He also read from commentary that
Paul Kendall had published in VT Digger regarding the Pledge of Allegiance and how we are all
united no matter what our beliefs. We then recited the Pledge of Allegiance. Robert’s Rules
were discussed. All non-registered voters were noticed. The Warning was read. This brought
us to the first article. The meeting was turned over to Dan Burson, selectboard vice-chair.

Article 1. To elect a moderator for the year ensuing. Walt Palmer nominated Jackson Evans.
There were no other nominations. Mr. Burson instructed the town clerk to cast one ballot for Mr.
Evans. Mr. Burson turned the meeting back over to Mr. Evans.

Article 2. To hear reports of the town officers for the past year. There were no questions on the
reports submitted in the town report.

Article 3. Shall the voters authorize the size of the Cemetery Commission to be reduced to three
members, each serving a three-year staggered term? Linda Doane moved; Mr. Palmer seconded
the motion to open the discussion. Malcom Fitzpatrick asked why we would reduce the size of
the commission as he was pretty sure that there was a fair amount of work required to take care
of the cemeteries. Kris Haupt answered that it is very difficult to find people to serve on the
board. Kris Haupt listed the duties of a cemetery commissioner. Tim Caulfield asked what the
disadvantage was to leave the board at five members with only three members participating. Mr.
Burson mentioned that it limits the actions of the commission if it stays a five-member board
with too few members as they may not always have a quorum. Three people are needed on a
five-member board, two people are needed on a three-member board. We could vote to go back
to five members at a future town meeting. Mountain View Cemetery is the only cemetery that
still has lots open to sell. Roger “Cal” Poulin said that he would be willing to act as an
apprentice. Tim Caulfield called the question. The motion passed unanimously.

Article 4. To elect all Town Officers as required by law: It was mentioned that a second was not
required but was acceptable.

a) A Town Clerk for a three-year term; Linda Doane, seconded by Lynn Beebe nominated
Jessica Brassard. There were no other nominations. Mr. Evans asked the town clerk to
cast one ballot for Ms. Brassard.

b) A Town Treasurer for a three-year term; Tom Cooch nominated Jessica Brassard. There
were no other nominations. The town clerk was directed to cast one ballot for Ms.
Brassard.

c) A Selectperson for a three-year term; Paul Kendall nominated Lou Helmuth. Keegan
Haupt nominated Stuart Kinney. Mr. Kinney respectfully declined. There were no other
nominations. The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Mr. Helmuth.



d) A Selectperson for one year remaining of a two-year term; Janice Thresher nominated
Lynn Beebe. Rachel Gaidys nominated Chelsie Brown. Keegan Haupt nominated Stuart
Kinney. Mr. Kinney respectfully declined. Each candidate gave a brief summary of their
interest in becoming selectboard members. Having two nominations, a paper ballot was
required. Chelsie Brown was elected, forty-seven votes to twenty-seven votes.

e) A Lister for a three-year term; Jessica Brassard nominated Jackson Evans. There were no
other nominations. The town clerk was directed to cast one ballot for Mr. Evans.

f) An Auditor for a three-year term; Lynn Beebe was nominated but declined. Rachel
Gaidys nominated Colin Evans. There were no other nominations. The town clerk was
directed to cast one ballot for Mr. Evans.

g) A Delinquent Tax Collector for a one-year term; Kathy Eddy nominated Jessica Brassard.
There were no other nominations. The town clerk was directed to cast one ballot for Ms.
Brassard.

h) A First Constable for a one-year term; Stuart Kinney nominated Stephen Brassard. There
were no other nominations. The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Mr.
Brassard.

1) A Cemetery Commissioner for a three-year term; Kris Haupt was thanked for his many
years on the Cemetery Commission. Paul Kendall nominated Cal Poulin. There were no
other nominations. The town clerk was directed to cast one ballot for Mr. Poulin.

J) A Trustee of Public Funds for a one-year term; Linda Doane nominated Jessica Brassard.
There were no other nominations. The town clerk was directed to cast one ballot for Ms.
Brassard.

Article 5. Shall the voters authorize total fund expenditures for operating expenses of
$1,401,118, of which $1,087,228 shall be raised by taxes and $313,890 by non-tax revenues?
Sandy Cooch asked the selectboard to give an overview of the budget. Lou Helmuth gave a
rundown of where the majority of the increases in the budget came from. Fire department, health
insurance, property and liability insurance were among the biggest. Sherri Richardson asked
questions regarding employee health benefits. Nathan Cleveland asked for the residential vs
non-residential tax rate and where those numbers come from. Lindsay Haupt made statements
regarding excessive spending in Braintree. Ms. Haupt also was under the impression that the
FY23 budget was underspent by $230,000 and that too much was being spent on our highways,
especially in comparison to the Town of Brookfield. Luke Fisher, a lister, commented that it is
difficult to compare apples to apples as there are so many factors to consider. Ms. Richardson
asked about reappraisals in Braintree. The State just made a new law that all towns will
reappraise every six years. We currently do not know if the town will be required to reappraise
before the six years because of “Covid” buying. Ms. Brassard stated that we did have a
$230,000 surplus but the budget was underspent by $86,878. $54,000 coming from highway
wages because of only having two highway employees. A large portion came from extra
unanticipated income consisting of delinquent taxes, delinquent tax interest, sweep interest and
State of Vermont Agency of Transportation highway payments. Tim Caulfield commented on
the budgeting process, that the budget committee works hard, going line by line, having been on
the selectboard himself for many years. Keegan Haupt also commented on Brookfield vs
Braintree spending. Loren Bent stated that the latest truck that was purchased was $100,000
more than anticipated due to “Covid” inflation. Mr. Bent also stated that the budget committee
started with a much higher budget and feels that there was as much shaved as possible. Daniel
Burson reiterated where some of the surplus money had come from and explained why we have
the funds we have. Ellen Fox asked about changing the number of tax payments due from two to
three or four. Ms. Brassard stated that it had been voted at a town meeting to not collect interest
on unpaid taxes until after the final tax due date. This makes it possible for people to pay in any
way they can afford to, once a year, twice a year, every month, whatever works for them as long
as they are paid by the final date. The question was called. Sherri Richardson asked for a paper
ballot. The request needed seven voters to agree. There were not. The question was restated.
The motion passed by a majority vote.



Article 6. Shall the town collect its real property taxes in two installments, with the due dates
being October 15, 2024, and March 17, 2025? Regina Logan, with Tim Caulfield second, made
the motion to move the question. The article passed unanimously.

Article 7. Shall the voters authorize the Disabled Veterans Property Tax Exemption to increase
from $10,000 to $40,000 of appraised value per eligible parcel in the municipal grand list
pursuant to 32 V.S.A. Section 3802(11)(C)? Regina Logan, seconded by Steve Brassard moved
the question. The question was asked about who brought the question. It was stated that a
veteran from the town had come in and asked for the town to change from the $10,000 state
mandated amount to the maximum $40,000 state allowed amount. Jackson Evans stated that
there is not a significant change to the tax rate. Kris Haupt felt that there really shouldn’t be any
questions. The motion passed unanimously.

Article 8. Beginning in 2025, shall the voters authorize the annual town meeting to be held on
the First Tuesday in March pursuant to 17 V.S.A. Section 2640? Linda Doane, seconded by
Steve Brassard moved to bring the question to the floor. Stuart Kinney asked about the numbers
of people showing up on a Saturday vs Tuesday. Jessica Brassard stated that the people might
change but the numbers stay about the same. Also, the voting numbers increase if town meeting
is held on Tuesday vs Saturday. The motion passed by a majority vote.

Article 9. Shall the voters adopt the following Declaration of Inclusion:

“The Town of Braintree condemns racism and welcomes all persons, regardless of race, color,
religion, national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, age, disability,
or socioeconomic status, and wants everyone to feel safe and welcome in our community.

As a town, we formally condemn all discrimination in all of its forms, commit to fair and equal
treatment of everyone in our community, and will strive to ensure all of our actions, policies, and
operating procedures reflect this commitment. The Town of Braintree has been and will
continue to be a place where individuals are encouraged to live freely and responsibly, to express
their opinions and listen to the opinions of others.”? Morgan Easton asked about the origin of
the request. A resident, Bob Moyer, brought the declaration to the town stating that many other
towns around had already adopted it. Mr. Moyer was attending via Zoom and due to technical
difficulties, we were unable to hear his reasoning. While waiting for Zoom to come back up,
Linda Lubold was thanked for her continued help in keeping things hot for lunch and getting
everything on the tables. The question was called. The motion passed unanimously.

Article 10. To transact any other business not of a binding nature. Katja Evans had a survey for
Gifford Hospital. Malcom Fitzpatrick asked about the income line item for Rochester Hollow.
Business concluded at 12:22 p.m.

Daniel Burson, Vice-Chair Jackson Evans-Moderator

Jessica Brassard-Town Clerk Richard Bowen — JP






