
TOWN OF BRAINTREE 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING MINUTES 

SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 2023 

 

The legal voters of the Town of Braintree, in the County of Orange, met at the Braintree Town 

Hall in person in said Town on Saturday, March 4, 2023, at 10:00 A.M. for the annual town 

meeting.  Current moderator, Jackson Evans, called the meeting to order.  We were having one 

of the biggest snowstorms of the season so far but had about 45 people who braved the weather 

and came to conduct the yearly business of the town.  We also had another 12 people viewing 

from the comfort of their homes.  Mr. Evans thanked all who came out to participate in 

continuing the tradition of floor voting! Tom Cooch was the longest running attendee with this 

being his 50th year.  As has become his tradition, Mr. Evans told a historical story of the state.  

This year was a story of fence viewers and things we take for granted.  The names of the 

townsfolk who had passed on in the previous year were read.  The yearly reading of an excerpt 

from Middlesex Town Moderator, Susan Clark’s book, All Those in Favor, was read.  Roberts 

Rules were explained, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and the meeting was turned over to 

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair.   

 

Article 1. To elect a moderator for the year ensuing.  Tim Caulfield nominated Jackson Evans, 

Charles McMeekin seconded.  Richard Bowen moved to close nominations.  Ms. O’Toole called 

the vote.  Mr. Evans was elected unanimously.   

Article 2. To hear the reports of the town officers for the past year.  No report questions were 

asked.  Stuart Kinney asked a question regarding the culvert going in on Thresher, near 

Woodchuck Hollow.  There were no other questions. 

Article 3. To elect all the Town Officers as required by law: 

a) A Selectperson for a three-year term; Paul Kendall nominated Megan O’Toole, seconded by 

Stuart Kinney.  There were no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one 

ballot for Ms. O’Toole. 

b) A Selectperson for a two-year term; Paul Kendall nominated Loren Bent.  The town clerk was 

instructed to cast one ballot for Mr. Bent. 

c) A Selectperson for a two-year term; Paul Kendall nominated Charles McMeekin.  There were 

no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Mr. McMeekin. 

d) A Lister for a three-year term; Megan O’Toole nominated Grace Persons.  There were no 

other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Ms. Persons. 

e) An Auditor for a three-year term; Tom Cooch nominated Allison Jassen.  There were no other 

nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Ms. Jassen. 

f) A Delinquent Tax Collector for a one-year term; Sandy Cooch nominated Jessica Brassard.  

There were no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Ms. 

Brassard. 

g) A First Constable for a one-year term; Stuart Kinney nominated Steve Brassard.  There were 

no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Mr. Brassard. 

h) A Cemetery Commissioner for a five-year term; Ms. O’Toole made the motion to change the 

article to “A Cemetery Commissioner for 3 years remaining of a five-year term.” Paul Kendall 

seconded the motion.  All voted to amend the article.  There were no nominations and the 

position remained vacant. 



i) A Cemetery Commissioner for a five-year term; Paul Kendall nominated Mike Gaidys.  There 

were no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Mr. Gaidys. 

j) A Trustee of Public Funds for a one-year term.  Tim Caulfield nominated Jessica Brassard.  

There were no other nominations.  The town clerk was instructed to cast one ballot for Ms. 

Brassard. 

Article 4. Shall the voters authorize total fund expenditures for operating expenses of 

$1,322,834, of which $1,043,554 shall be raised by taxes and $279,280 by non-tax revenues? 

Paul Kendall made the motion and Richard Bowen seconded to move the article to the floor.  Mr. 

Caulfield asked what percent increase that was over last year.  It was a 4.7% increase on the 

expense side.  It appeared to be an 8% increase due to the lower-than-last year’s amount of non-

tax revenue.  The overall fund balance is very healthy, and the plan is to use some of those 

monies to offset the increase.  Because of the timing of the audit, budget and town report, the 

amount available to use was not known.  The increases were due to adding a full-time position to 

cover many needs at the town office and inflation in general.  There was no more discussion, and 

the motion was called.  The article passed unanimously. 

 

Article 5. Shall the town collect its real property taxes in two installments, with the due dates 

being October 15, 2023, and March 15, 2024?  Sharon Rives made the motion, Tim Caulfield 

seconded.  There was no discussion and the article passed unanimously. 

 

Article 6. Shall the voters of the Town of Braintree authorize the creation of a reserve fund to be 

called the “Braintree Town Campus Fund”, for the purpose of making improvements to or 

replacements of existing town owned buildings and infrastructure, as well as payments for 

routine maintenance and emergency repairs to be funded by tax and non-tax revenues and 

financing in accordance with 24 V.S.A. Section 2804?  Tim Caulfield and Richard Bowen called 

the article to the floor.  The question was asked regarding how the fund would be used and where 

the money was coming from.  The plan is to move money that had been set aside to put work 

into the garage and town office and was not used.  That, and money from the ARPA fund would 

start the Campus Fund.  The ARPA money would be used for preliminary engineering ideas.  

ARPA funds need to be used by a date certain so those funds would be used first.  The article 

passed unanimously.  

 

Article 7. Shall the Town Voters appropriate $1,000.00 for the not-for-profit operation of the 

Friends of the Historic Playhouse Theatre in Randolph, Vermont?  Sharon Rives made the 

motion, Tim Caulfield seconded the motion.  Jen Baumann clarified why they were looking for 

support.  It was mentioned that Kathy Wonson Eddy’s grandfather was involved in the 

Playhouse when they played silent movies.  Tim Caulfield mentioned that he was supporting the 

article as he would hate to see the Playhouse close.  He thinks it really adds to the community.  

The motion was called and the article passed unanimously.  

 

Article 8. To transact any other business not of a binding nature.  Steve Brassard started this 

portion of the meeting by talking about Town Meeting Tuesday and the hope of moving 

Braintree’s town meeting back to Tuesday.  There is a plan to get a petition to get it on the 

warning for next year in the hopes that it would be moved back the following year.  Stuart 

Kinney discussed concerns with the recent pandemic property buying and what that might look 

like for properties in town and the impact it might have on Vermonters with fixed incomes.  Mr. 



Evans stated that hopefully the town would not need another full appraisal.  Mr. Kinney will stop 

in and talk with the listers at some point.  Mr. Kendall mentioned that he is currently traveling 

many backroads throughout the state and Braintree’s backroads remain among the best in the 

state.  There was a large round of applause for the road crew.  Morgan Easton voiced her concern 

regarding the possibility of Vermont State University’s removing all print collections from the 

libraries, firing library staff and removing sports from the Randolph and Johnson campus’.  She 

had a petition for anyone to sign to try to stop this from happening.  Tim Caulfield mentioned 

that Joan Granter will be moving from town soon.  The Granter’s donated the property where the 

town repeater is located, and she will be missed.  Linda Lubold was recognized for her continued 

work on the potluck lunch and the WRV Ambulance board.  Linda has stated that she will be 

retiring from everything, and someone is going to have to pick up where she will be leaving off.  

We greatly appreciate all that she does each year.  With that Steve Brassard made the motion to 

adjourn, with several seconds.  The meeting was adjourned at 11:09 A.M. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,     Approved: 

 

 

____________________________    ____________________________ 

Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk     Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair 

 

 

 

        _____________________________ 

        Jackson Evans, Moderator  

 

 

 


