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2020 ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS 
 
Moderator  ......................................................................................................................... Jackson Evans 
Town Clerk Three-Year Term Expires 2021 .................................................................... Jessica Brassard 
Town Treasurer Three-Year Term Expires 2021 .............................................................. Jessica Brassard 
Selectboard  
       Three-Year Term Expires 2023  .................................................................... (Chair) Megan O’Toole 
 Two-Year Term Expires 2021 ............................................................................................ Loren Bent 
 Two-Year Term Expires 2021 ............................................................................... Charles McMeekin  
 Three-Year Term Expires 2021 ..................................................................................... Keegan Haupt 
       Three-Year Term Expires 2022 .................................................................................... Daniel Burson 
Listers 
 Term Expires 2023 ....................................................................................................... Derek O’Toole 
 Term Expires 2021  .......................................................................................... (Chair) Jackson Evans 
 Term Expires 2022 .............................................................................. (Resigned) Heather Fernandes 
  ...................................................................................................................... (Appointed) Luke Fisher 
Auditors  
 Term Expires 2023 ................................................................................................... Stephanie Barrett 
 Term Expires 2021  ..................................................................................................... Linfield Brown 
 Term Expires 2022  .............................................................................................. (Chair) Tom Cooch 
Collector of Delinquent Taxes .......................................................................................... Jessica Brassard 
First Constable ................................................................................................................ Stephen Brassard 
Agent to Prosecute and Defend Suits  .................................................................................. Shannon Bent 
Trustee of Public Funds .................................................................................................... Jessica Brassard 
Cemetery Commission 
 Term Expires 2023 ........................................................................................... (Appointed) Seth Bent  
 Term Expires 2021 .................................................................................................................... Vacant 
 Term Expires 2022 ..................................................................................................... Chris Blanchard  
 Term Expires 2023 .......................................................................................................... Mike Gaidys 
 Term Expires 2024  ................................................................................................ (Chair) Kris Haupt   
Orange Southwest School District Board:  .................................................................................................   
 Term Expires 2021  ............................................................................................ (Chair) Laura Rochat  
 Term Expires 2021 ......................................................................................... (Resigned) Paul Putney 
  ..................................................................................................................... (Appointed) Megan Sault 
 Term Expires 2021 ....................................................................................................... Rachel Gaidys 
 Term Expires 2022 ...................................................................................................... Ashley Lincoln  
 Term Expires 2022 .......................................................................................................... Anne Kaplan 
 Term Expires 2022 ........................................................................................................... Brian Baker 
       Term Expires 2023 ......................................................................................................... Hannah Arias 
 Term Expires 2023 ........................................................................................................... Katja Evans         
 
Justice of the Peace ................................................................................... Elected at the General Election 
 Terms Expire January 31, 2023 ........................................................................................ Anna Dustin 
  .......................................................................................................................................... Katja Evans 
  ............................................................................................................................ Katherine Branstetter 
  ....................................................................................................................................... Robert Moyer 
        .................................................................................................................................... Richard Bowen  
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FY20 Highway Report 

I would like to start off by recognizing Jeff Masterson. Jeff stumbled into this job back in 2011. 
His first week just happened to be the week after Hurricane Irene. In the midst of all the chaos 
Jeff was thrown into the Foreman Position almost immediately.  Jeff retired from the Town back 
in September of 2020. In the 9 years he was Highway Foreman Jeff did a lot for this town. He 
got the Town a TREMENDOUS amount of grant money over the years to help improve our 
roads, and it has paid off. On behalf of the highway department, we thank Jeff for all he has 
done, and wish him a happy retirement.  

This past summer we opened a new sand pit on Riford Brook Road. We estimate that we will 
have at least five years of winter sand from this location. 

For the upcoming season, I have grants coming that I am going to use to upgrade a section of 
Peth Road between Mud Pond Road and Walker Road and a section of Hockman Hill Road. We 
will be upgrading the ditches and culverts because the current drainage system cannot handle the 
volume of water which causes erosion in the road in the spring of the year and in heavy rain 
storms.          

Dylan Pratt – Road Foreman 
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Braintree Town Clerk/Treasurer Report FY20 

While there may be some exceptions, I know I am not alone in saying that the year 2020 was not 
a banner year!  The first few months of Fiscal Year 20 (FY20) started out fairly average and 
uneventful.  As we started ramping up budgeting, town report and gathering info for Town 
Meeting, long-time Administrative Assistant and Zoning Admin, Holly Jarvis, announced, that 
after 13 years with the Town, she would be leaving to pursue other life adventures.  While I was 
excited for Holly and her family, I was afraid of what lay ahead for myself and the town, losing 
that large piece of institutional knowledge….Shortly after Holly’s leaving came Covid-19.  We 
were lucky in that we were able to hold Town Meeting before the Governor’s Executive Orders 
started coming, putting a new spin on every aspect of life as we knew it.  We continued on, 
closing the office, partially reopening, working by appointment, sanitizing and cleaning more 
than we thought possible.  Each day that passed, we hoped we were one step closer to going back 
to “normal” but no such luck. 

As summer approached, Highway Foreman Jeff Masterson, announced his retirement and that he 
would be leaving at the end of September.  Mr. Masterson started working on the highway crew 
on August 29, 2011, the day after Tropical Storm Irene tore thru our town.  He took over as 
Foreman approximately 1 month later.  After piecing together $2.6M in repairs to the Town’s 
roads and bridges and only having to pay for $32K of that, he became a proponent of the State 
grant system.  In the 9 years as Foreman, Mr. Masterson was responsible for $1.9M worth of 
work, outside of Irene, being done to the Braintree roads while having $1.2M of that paid for by 
grants.  That averages out to $79,000/year for some of the best back roads in the area.  That 
seems like a bargain for doing away with a large number of sink holes and mud pits that rear 
their ugly heads in Vermont’s 5th season. 

The Clerk’s office was shut down for a short period of time after the first Governor’s Executive 
Order, to figure out the direction that things would take. We opened back up by appointment and 
were able to continue with land record searches, marriages, dog registrations, tax payments, etc.  
Dog registrations were down last year and we need to do what we can to get those back up this 
year.  $1 from each license goes to help fund rabies control programs and $4 from each license 
goes to fund spay/neuter programs.  It is also helpful to license your dog so that they may be 
returned to you on that chance that they find themselves miles away and only their town 
registration tag to track down their home.  These fees and the directive to license your dog each 
year is in the VT Statutes.  More dog registration information on the next page. 

From the Treasurer’s perspective, not a lot changed.  Luckily, we continued to receive tax money 
via mail or our drop box.  Delinquent taxes were up a bit from last year but nothing out of the 
ordinary.  Tax sales had been discussed but never happened due to several circumstances.  They 
will be pursued again in FY21.  The Reserve Fund balances continue to be in good shape.  We 
continue to move towards a self-sustaining Vehicle/Equipment Fund, meaning after the purchase 
of the dump truck in FY21, the town should not have to take out loans for equipment purchases 
in the future. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer 
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Marriages
Name Name
McCall, Cory to Davidson, Emily
Holbrook, Christopher to Connolly, Heather
Starn, Rachel to Erb, Christopher
Rouille, Nicole to Koplovsky, Faun
O'Connell, Douglas to Cowell, Jessica
Messier, Haley to Covey, Tristan
Illsley, Jeremy to Mugford, Karen
White, Britany to Wheeler, Wessley

Births
Name Sex Parents
Decoteau, Nova J. F Smith, Lyndsey & Decoteau, Christopher
Ferris, Olivia G. F Pacarelli, Kellianne & Ferris, Joshua
Howe, Luna-Maye M. F Miesner, Wednesday & Howe, Lawrence
Kirchhof, Cache W. M Kirchhof, Tayo & Christopher
Koch, Alma M. F Koch, Pamela & Eric
MacKenzie, Emily A.A. F Rice, Katrina
Murdock, Paloma R. F Murdock, Brian & Gabonada-Murdock, Metchi

Deaths
Name Age
Flint, Timothy 63
LaFreniere, Earline 85
Laplante, Douglas 72
O'Connell, Douglas 53
O'Meara, Donald 82
O'Neill, Wanda 95
Royce, Nadene 89
Vasquez, Brenda 70
Walker, Daniel 83
Wright, Nancy 97
Wright, Sheila 75

Burials
Name Cemetery
Montgomery, Richard Mountain View
Laplante, Douglas Mountain View
Flint, Melvin East Braintree
Royce, Nadene Mountain View
Barrett, Richard Jr. East Braintree

This page is created from information that is received and recorded by the Town Clerk.  If a 
community member is born or dies out of state that information is not recorded in the town
records.  I apologize for anyone that is inadvertently left off the list.

TOWN STATISTICS
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Report of the 
Development Review Board 

 
 
The Development Review Board has had a very quiet year, with no new projects or 
proposals to review, probably due in part to everyone waiting out the COVID Pandemic.  
This has been a welcome development, given the challenges of holding meetings or 
hearings under these circumstances.  Should it become necessary to meet in the next few 
months, probably before a vaccine is generally available, it would probably have to occur 
remotely. 
 
We look forward to meeting with our new Zoning Administrator, Gary Blatz, in person 
when it is safe to do so. 
 
Under normal circumstances (which we hope will soon return!) DRB Hearings and/or 
meetings are usually held when required on the fourth Thursday of the month at 7 pm at 
the Town Office, although we can usually reschedule a monthly meeting or schedule an 
extra session upon request if the regular date is inconvenient. 
 
Robert Moyer, Chair 
Linda Doane 
Joan Richmond-Hall 
Jennifer L. Phipps 
Malcolm Fitzpatrick 
Steve Zind 
 
 
 

Zoning Administrator’s Report 
  
The Year 2020 has been quite a year.  I became your Zoning Administrator in May and it 
has been a busy season.  By the close of 2020 twenty-three Zoning Permits had been 
requested.  Many of those requested permits were accessory buildings, decks, 5 sub-
divisions and 1 lot line adjustment.  There were also 2 new house permits and requests to 
reissue 2 other permits.  
 
If you are planning a project, you can pick up a zoning permit application at the Town 
Clerk’s Office or print one from the Town of Braintree website, braintreevt.com, under 
the Zoning Tab.  
 
It was a pleasure getting to know all of you. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Gary E. Blatz  
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 Braintree Conservation Commission 
 

2020 saw Tom Cooch retire from the Conservation Commission after ably serving as its 
chairman for several years.  The Commission would like to thank Tom for his 
service.  Fortunately, Gina Logan joined the Commission and our membership is maintained at 
five members.  Paul Shriver assumed the chairmanship with Sandy Stephens as vice-chair and 
Joan Richmond-Hall as secretary. 
 
The Commission has continued to make an effort to collaborate with other local 
commissions.  We cohosted with the Randolph Conservation Commission a public presentation 
by Dan Ruddell of the White River Partnership about the White River watershed.  We continue 
to explore other topics for public presentation and will host a virtual presentation this January on 
birds by local expert Brian Lowe. 
 
Our members have made an effort to maintain and improve the Thayer Brook Natural Area.  We 
met for work sessions several times over the past summer.  As a result the Japanese Knotweed 
seems to be under control and we do our best to pull chervil to keep it at bay.  We also 
maintained a path down to Thayer Brook. 
 
Members of the Conservation Committee also have participated in water monitoring of the 
junction of Riford Brook and The Second Branch.  We have several members who also joined 
the 2020 Christmas Bird Count. 
 
Lastly the Conservation Committee would like to thank Janice Russell for her help in posting our 
monthly virtual agendas online.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Gina Logan    
Paul Shriver 
Linda Morse 
Sandy Stephens 
Joan Richmond-Hall    
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January 25, 2021

Selectboard
Town of Braintree, Vermont
932 VT Route 12A
Braintree, VT  05060

We have audited the financial statements of the Town of Braintree, Vermont as of and 
for the year ended June 30, 2020. Our opinion on the governmental activities, each major fund and 
aggregate remaining fund information, which collectively comprise the basic financial statements of 
the Town of Braintree, Vermont, was unqualified.

The financial statements and our report thereon will be available for public inspection at the Town 
Office.
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Auditors Report 
 
Covid-19 has caused some delays in the ability of the Auditors to access both the Town 
Office and the reports of the Treasurer. Responsibility for payroll has been contracted to 
CompuCount. We are discussing the scope that remains for our scrutiny of this area. 
 
Sullivan, Powers & Co. conducted the professional audit of the Town’s finances in 
December, which was later than usual. Their report has consequently not been received 
as of this printing, so we cannot comment on their assessment of the Town’s financial 
condition. 
 
We have nevertheless continued to review all the components of the Town’s finances and 
reporting as recommended by the Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT), and 
believe that the financial situation presented in the current Town Report for Fiscal Year 
2020 is accurate. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Stephanie Barrett 
Lin Brown 
Tom Cooch 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHEDULE OF TOWN INDEBTEDNESS - FY20 
       

Notes Payable Maturity  Interest  Balance New  Loan  Balance 
Date Issued Date Rate 6/30/2019 Borrowing Repayments 6/30/2020 

2016 Mack Truck        
10/16/2015 9/15/2020 2.60% $37,472.39 $0.00 $30,165.53 $7,317.72 

2017 JD Loader             
9/20/2017 9/20/2020 2.75% $31,995.87 $0.00 $25,511.04 $6,484.83 

2019 Mack Truck        
12/18/2018 12/18/2023 2.90% $130,773.22 $0.00 $27,767.35 $103,019.81 

Capital Budget - #2             
6/20/2017 6/20/2020 2.75% $27,384.65 $0.00 $27,384.65 $0.00 

         
  Totals $227,626.13 $0.00 $110,828.57 $116,822.36 
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Description Beg. Balance Income Expenses Balance
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2019) 20,445.89$       20,445.89$         
Town Funding 14,000.00$   34,445.89$         
Interest Income 189.17$        34,635.06$         
Escrow Funding 2,910.00$     2,910.00$       34,635.06$         
Expenses Paid 11,316.68$     23,318.38$         

23,318.38$         

Description Beg. Balance Income Expenses Balance
Ending Balance (July 1, 2019) 80,148.49$       80,148.49$         
Interest Income 418.33$        80,566.82$         
EEGL Funds Rec'd 6,052.00$     86,618.82$         
Expenses Paid 56,152.50$     30,466.32$         

30,466.32$         

Description Beg. Balance Income Expenses Balance
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2019) 9,051.65$         9,051.65$           
Restoration Fee* 3,022.50$     12,074.15$         
Interest Income 83.97$          12,158.12$         
Record Restoration 385.00$          11,773.12$         

11,773.12$         

Description Beg. Balance Income Expenses Balance
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2019) 16,206.03$       16,206.03$         
Town Funding  -$              16,206.03$         
Misc Income/Donations 321.00$        16,527.03$         
Interest Income 134.62$        16,661.65$         
Expense -$                16,661.65$         

16,661.65$         

*Town Funding comes from unexpended funds in the Building Maint. & Grounds Maint. lines.

reserve funds for pit closure with any excess going to the purchase of a new gravel pit.
Description Beg. Balance Income Expenses Balance
Beginning Balance (July 1, 2019) 120,439.46$     120,439.46$       
Town Funding -$              120,439.46$       
Interest Income 876.35$        121,315.81$       
Expense 32,170.00$     89,145.81$         
   Ending Balance (June 30, 2020) 89,145.81$         

GRAVEL PIT RESERVE FUND
Purpose: to set aside funds each year for the gravel pit debt services and expenses and build

Ending Balance (June 30, 2020)

Purpose: to restore and preserve the old town records.

TOWN HALL RESERVE FUND 
Purpose: to assist in the maintenance and upkeep of the Town Hall.

 * 10% of land record recording fees (one dollar per page), collected by the Town Clerk. 

   Ending Balance (June 30, 2020)

HEALTH BENEFIT RESERVE FUND 
Purpose: contingency funding of the annual health plan deductible obligation. 

   Ending Balance (June 30, 2020)

TOWN CLERK RESTORATION FUND

REAPPRAISAL RESERVE FUND 
Purpose: to set aside funds each year for state required reappraisals.

   Ending Balance (June 30, 2020)
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Mountain Alliance  
This year’s HHW Collection Events will be held on 

Saturday, June 19, 2021 
From 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

At 84 Landfill Lane in Randolph (Randolph Transfer Station) 

 
Saturday, November 13, 2021 

From 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
At 128 Wall Street in Northfield (Behind the Fire Station) 

This event is for the residents of: 
Randolph, Braintree, Brookfield,  

Northfield & Roxbury ONLY! 

Materials Accepted at the Event: 

Acids, Adhesives, Aerosols, Antifreeze, Brake Fluid, Cements, Charcoal Lighters, Chlorine, 
Cleaning Fluid, Degreasers, Disinfectants, Drain Cleaners, Dry Gas, Epoxies, Dyes, 
Fiberglass Resins, Flea Powders, Furniture Strippers, Hair Removers, Herbicides, Insect 
Repellents, Lacquers, Lubricants, Mothballs or Flakes, Nail Polish Removers, Oven Cleaners, 
Oil Based Paints, Paint Removers, Paint Thinners, Permanent Solutions, Pesticides, Photo 
chemicals, Rat Poisons, Rug & Upholstery Cleaners, Rust Solvents, Wood Preservatives, 
Spot Removers, Toilet Bowl Cleaners, Tub and Tile Cleaners, Turpentine, Varnish, Weed 
Killers, Wood Polishes, Wood Stains, and Mercury containing products. 

Materials NOT Accepted at the Event: 

Asbestos, Automotive Paint, Automotive and Marine Batteries, Tires, Used Oil,  Explosives or 
Shock-Sensitive Materials, Ammunition, Radio-Active Wastes, Pathological Wastes, Infectious 
Waste, Medicines, Dioxins, Compressed Gas Cylinders, Fluorescent Light tubes (accepted at the 
transfer station),  Electronic equipment, TV’s, Computers (accepted at the transfer station). 

If you have any questions about the event or acceptable materials  
please call the Randolph Town Office at (802) 728-5433 

If you are a business that qualifies as a Conditionally Exempt Generator (CEG) and wish to 
bring your material to one of the events, you must register with Clean Harbors one week prior 

to the event.  
 

To register, please call Kristen Mahoney at Clean Harbors (617) 293-0608 
 

For information on where and how to recycle certain items, please visit www.mtalliance.org 
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Vermont League of Cities and Towns 
Serving and Strengthening Vermont Local Government 

 
About the League. The Vermont League of Cities and Towns (VLCT) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization, owned 
by its member municipalities, with a mission to serve and strengthen Vermont local government. It is directed by a 
13-member Board of Directors elected by the membership and comprising municipal officials from across the state. 
The most recent audited financial statements are posted on our website, vlct.org/about/audit-reports, and show that our 
positive net position continues. 
 
Member Benefits. All 246 Vermont cities and towns are members of VLCT, as are 139 other municipal entities that 
include villages, solid waste districts, regional planning commissions, and fire districts. Members have exclusive 
access to a wide range of specialized benefits, expertise, and services, including: 
 
• Legal, consulting, and education services, including prompt responses to member questions that often involve 

how to comply with state and federal requirements. In 2020, VLCT's timely legal and technical assistance included 
answering more than 4,000 legal questions and publishing guidance, templates, research reports, and several new 
groups of FAQs explaining how municipalities can implement the state’s COVID-19 requirements. To support 
Vermont’s towns and cities in responding to the pandemic, VLCT quickly researched, assembled, and distributed 
important information about fiscal impacts, grant opportunities, and how to adapt town operations, hold public 
meetings remotely. 

 
• Trainings and timely communications on topics of specific concern to officials who carry out their duties 

required by state law, as well as pertinent statewide topics. In response to the pandemic, the League provided 
online trainings, a virtual week-long conference, and timely announcements and information from state officials 
about how to comply with requirements and access to funding and assistance. 

 
• Representation before the state legislature and state agencies, ensuring that municipal voices are heard 

collectively and as a single, united voice. VLCT’s recent legislative efforts have helped provide cities and towns 
additional resources to achieve tangible results on pressing issues such as responding to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
road and bridge repair, cybersecurity, housing and economic growth, renewable energy, emergency medical 
services, equity and inclusion, and ensuring the quality of our drinking water. Members are also represented at the 
federal level to Vermont’s Congressional delegation and through our partner, the National League of Cities. 

 
• Access to two exceptional insurance programs. The Property and Casualty Intermunicipal Fund (PACIF) 

provides comprehensive and cost-effective property, liability, and workers’ compensation insurance coverage, 
programs, and services that protect the assets of your community. The VLCT Employment Resource and Benefits 
(VERB) Trust provides unemployment insurance, life, disability, dental, and vision insurance products to members 
at a competitive price. Both programs offer coverage and products that members need and ask for, help Vermont 
municipalities stretch their budgets, and are only available to VLCT members. 

 
• Access to a host of educational and informative materials and member conferences, including a news 

magazine, handbooks, reports, articles, and events that all focus on the needs of local government and provide 
additional educational and networking opportunities. 

 
At the heart of all these activities is VLCT’s commitment to serving as a good steward of member assets, and we are 
proud of the progress we continue to make in that effort. Members are welcome to contact VLCT anytime to ask 
questions, and to access resources that can help each official and employee carry out the important work of local 
government. For a comprehensive list of member benefits and services, please visit vlct.org/memberguide to download 
the VLCT Member Guide. 
 
To learn more about the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, visit the VLCT website at vlct.org. 
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VT Spay Neuter Incentive Program (VSNIP) 

The VT Spay Neuter Incentive Program (VSNIP), under VT Economic Services, helps income 
challenged care-providers of cats & dogs neutered for $27.00. The balance is paid ONLY by a 
$4.00 fee added to the licensing of dogs, and put into a designated account.  

VSNIP is now at “0” funding due to dogs not being registered at least by six months of age. 
Required by law, a rabies vaccination enables your dog to be licensed. While town offices may 
not be open to the public, dogs can be licensed. Call, provide the rabies certificate, include a 
check for that amount, and a SASE. Rabies IS in Vermont and IS deadly. Tractor Supply 
Stores are now holding monthly rabies clinics again! Call for their schedule. 

Licensing a dog: 1) identifies your dog if lost, 2) provides proof that your dog is protected from 
rabies in the event your dog is bitten by a rabid animal {but would still need immediate medical 
attention}, 3) bites another animal/person, which could result in the quarantine of your dog or 
possibly euthanasia to test for rabies if your current vaccination isn’t proven, 4) helps support 
VSNIP to address the over-population of cats and dogs in VT, and 5) §3590. List of dogs and 
wolf-hybrids not licensed states, in part … “the municipal clerk shall notify the owners or 
keepers of all dogs and wolf-hybrids named on the list that have not already been licensed or 
inoculated, and after May 30 shall furnish to the legislative body a list of dogs and wolf-hybrids 
not licensed or inoculated as required by law. Owners shall also be notified that unlicensed or 
uninoculated dogs or wolf-hybrids may be destroyed.” (No one want this, so vaccinate & 
register – for the protection of your animals and people! 

For an application for VSNIP, send a SASE to: VSNIP, PO Box 104, Bridgewater, VT 05034. 
Indicate if this is for a cat/dog or both. 802-672-5302 

 

VT Volunteer Services for Animals Humane Society has held a “DRIVE UP & POKE! RABIES 
CLINIC” for several years now. This type of clinic allows us to maintain a safe distance from 
people while vaccinating dogs and cats. All people stay in cars, masks are required. Pre-
registration is encouraged. If you would like the paperwork we’ve developed to share with 
whomever usually does rabies clinics in your area, we’d be happy to share.  

Thanks! 

Sue Skaskiw, VVSA Director/ VSNIP Administrator:  802-672-5302. 

TRACTOR SUPPLY STORES: RABIES CLINICS FOR CATS & DOGS. CALL AHEAD 
TO BE SURE INFO IS CURRENT!   

VERMONT  -  Montpelier: 352 River St  05602   802-223-2246         TIME:  4:00 – 5:30      
12.6.20 / 1.3.21 / 1.31.21 / 2.28.21 / 3.28.21 

NEW HAMPSHIRE - Lebanon: 360 Miracle Mile 03766  603-448-4411        TIME: 4:00 – 
5:30       11.28.20 / 1.23.21 / 2.21.21 / 3.20.21 / 4.17.21 
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Randolph Area Food Shelf  

The Randolph Area Food Shelf has been serving the local community since 1977, providing food to 
people in need in the towns of Randolph, Braintree, Brookfield, and East Granville.   

Between September 1, 2019 and August 31, 2020, we provided food to 462 households in our service 
area, representing 1196 individuals. Of these 462 households, 65 are in Braintree, representing 185 
individuals. Food Shelf clients made a total of 1473 visits..  

In addition to our regular food pantry, the Food Shelf administers two USDA federal nutrition programs: 
The Commodity Supplemental Food Program and the Emergency Food Assistance Program. The Food 
Shelf also provides special holiday offerings. In November, we distribute Thanksgiving turkeys to Food 
Shelf shoppers each year and offer a Thanksgiving shelf featuring holiday food items. In December 2019, 
we prepared and distributed 125 Holiday Bags, which contained all the ingredients for a complete and 
healthy holiday meal, and will offer these programs again in 2020.  

In 2020, the Food Shelf’s School Kids' Program (SKiP) served more than 6500 meals directly to more 
than 240 area children during its February, April, and summer school vacation periods. These meals are 
so important to students who normally receive free breakfasts and lunches at their schools. Additionally, 
From March - June, SKiP also provided supplementary food supplies to 80 families receiving school 
meals from the Orange Southwest School District Finally.  

The Randolph Area Food Shelf is overseen by a 9-member Board of Trustees and operates solely with the 
help of over 80 dedicated volunteers; there is no paid staff. Money appropriated from the Town of 
Braintree by vote at town meeting will help us continue our mission as we strive to create a community in 
which every individual has access to sufficient food.  

Many thanks to the Braintree community for your support! For more information, or if you are interested 
in volunteering, please visit us on the web at www.randolphareafoodshelf.org or call us at 802-431-0144.  
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The Greater Randolph Senior Center 
 
This past fiscal year has been a challenge for the Greater Randolph Senior Center.  Since March 2020 we 
have been closed to the public; however, we have continued delivering Meals on Wheels (MOW) both to 
our regular clients and to people who have signed up due to isolating at home.  We have offered Take Out 
meals too, since presently there is no congregate dining.  Thanks to the many people who have supported 
the senior center over the years, as you have made it possible for the senior center today to provide urgent 
and important meal programs during this difficult time.    
 
During fiscal year 2020 (Oct 1, 2019-Sept 30, 2020), the Center provided approximately 18,324 meals; 
12,479 meals were delivered to people at home through the MOW program, which helps older adults and 
the disabled to live independently in their own homes and continue to participate in their communities.  
The eligibility guidelines to receive MOW were revised during the pandemic to permit more people who 
are isolating at home to sign up for the program.  The Center began offering Take Out meals in March (as 
the congregate seating was closed) and 3,617 lunches were provided.   
 
The Randolph Senior Center is responsible for providing the MOW program and a midday Congregate 
lunch, as well as being open for activities, for residents of Braintree.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, we 
have almost doubled the number of meals being delivered to residents in Braintree (and Brookfield and 
Randolph). We deliver MOW to six Braintree residents, both long-term and for a finite period for those 
incapacitated temporarily and appreciate that there are over 50 people who help support the Center as 
members.   
 
In order to keep the senior center moving forward, we rely on revenues from participant donations in our 
meals programs (MOW, Take Out and Congregate); from community members of Braintree, Brookfield 
and Randolph; from special appropriations received from municipal contributions, fundraising activities, 
Bequests, and gifts made “In Memory of.”   In fulfillment of the contracts we have with Central VT 
Council on Aging and VT Center for Independent Living, we receive partial reimbursement for eligible 
meals that have been delivered or served.     
 
We rely heavily on volunteers.  During the pandemic, our volunteer drivers and kitchen help have been 
invaluable to the success of our mission, as well as our board members, who have been tackling 
maintenance projects and keeping abreast of, and following, mandates handed down by the Governor and 
guidelines issued by the VT Department of Health.     
 
The continued support of the Braintree community will help to ensure that the Center remains open and 
functioning for all older adults, especially now during the pandemic and into the future.  We look forward 
to meeting each of you when we reopen in the coming year. 
 
Report for Braintree, VT.  Emilie P. Daniel, Executive Director, December 31, 2020. 
 
Sent via email to:  braintreetownclerk@gmail.com and braintreetreasurer@gmail.com 
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Central Vermont Council on Aging 
Annual Report of Services to Braintree 

(FY20)  
December 15, 2020 

 

Central Vermont Council on Aging is a private, nonprofit organization that is 
dedicated to the mission of supporting elders and family caregivers in leading 
self-determined, healthy, interdependent, meaningful and dignified lives in their 
homes and communities. 

For more than 40 years, CVCOA has assisted older Vermonters aged 60 and up 
to remain independent for as long as possible. We connect the elders in our 
communities to the network of benefit programs and services that they need to 
thrive. All services are made available to our clients at no charge without regard to 
health, income or resources. 

 
Some of the options we make available include: 
 
• CVCOA Help Line - (800) 642-5119 - has the answers to hundreds of 

common questions from elders, families and caregivers. 
• Information & Assistance staff counsel elders and families on the many 

available benefit programs and services, such as 3SquaresVT, seasonal fuel 
assistance, and more.  

• Case Managers work with clients in their homes to assess needs and develop, 
implement and coordinate individualized long-term care plans. 

• Nutrition Services oversees the menu development and technical assistance 
for home-delivered and Community meals and provides the largest source of 
funding for the 14 meal sites that prepare and deliver these meals. 

• State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) provides personalized Medicare 
counseling, Medicare & You workshops, and enrollment assistance for 
Medicare Part D plans. 

• Family Caregiver Support promotes the well-being of the family members 
serving as caregivers to loved ones, including administration of the 
Dementia Respite Grant.   
 

During the last year, Central Vermont Council on Aging provided one or 
more of the above services to 38 Braintree residents.  Case Manager, Brenda 
Traegde is designated to work directly with the seniors in Braintree. 

  
All of us at CVCOA extend our gratitude to the residents of Braintree for their 

ongoing commitment to the health, independence, and dignity of those who have 
contributed to maki ng the Central Vermont communities what they are today. 
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One of 15 parent child centers in Vermont, the Orange County Parent Child Center strengthens 
families with young children and connects them to their communities. We accomplish this through 
home visiting, supervised visitation, weekly playgroups, case management, onsite programming, and 
community outreach events. Some of our programs serve all families while others require income 
eligibility or place an emphasis on pregnant and parenting teens and families lacking support due to 
social isolation, poverty, insecure housing, or lack of other vital community resources.  

OCPCC’s programs include: Children's Integrated Services Family Support and Family Support 
Nursing, Welcome Baby visits, free community playgroups, Kids Place supervised visitation and 
exchanges, Families Learning Together program, Early Care & Education, parent education, kinship 
care support groups, and resource & referral services. We are a public pre-k partner under Act 166. 
 You can learn more at www.orangecountypcc.org. 

Last year, with the continued support of your community, we were able to serve 9 families from 
Braintree including 12 adults and 14 children. 

Mary Ellen Otis 
Executive Director 

Braintree Annual Report 202048

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







 

Safeline, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit charitable organization that provides free and confidential 
services for victims of domestic violence, sexual abuse and stalking in Orange County and 
northern Windsor County.  

Due to Covid-19 and the Stay-at-Home order, many victims were not able to call for assistance 
because their abuser was watching them. Calls to Safeline started to increase as survivors had 
more flexibility to reach out and as children went back to school where mandated reporters could 
contact authorities about potential abuse. Safeline’s staff and volunteers provided 1,292 services 
for 316 victims of domestic violence, sexual abuse and stalking. 34 services were provided for 
11 victims in Braintree. 

A trained advocate is always available to provide crisis support, safety planning, resources, 
information and referrals through Safeline’s 24 hours a day/7days a week Hotline (1-800-639-
7233). Survivors can also choose from a wide array of additional services including legal 
advocacy, day shelter services, job readiness skills development, and financial management 
education.  

In addition to providing direct services, Safeline is a resource for the community at large and is 
committed to changing the culture of violence. As part of this work, Safeline offers a full range 
of prevention education for community organizations, schools, medical centers, faith 
communities, youth groups, and anyone who is seeking information about domestic violence,  
sexual abuse and stalking.  

We thank the voters for your support as we work to end domestic violence and sexual abuse in 
Braintree. 

SAFELINE, INC. 
P.O. Box 368, Chelsea, VT 05038 

safelineinfo@safelinevt.org 
(802) 685-7900 office

(800) 639-7933 24/7 hotline
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O R A N G E  S O U T H W E S T  U N I F I E D  U N I O N  
S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T  

( O R A N G E  S O U T H W E S T  S C H O O L  D I S T R I C T )

SPECIAL BOARD BUDGET INFORMATIONAL MEETING  

WEDNESDAY – FEBRUARY 24, 2021 RANDOLPH UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM @ 6:30 P.M. 

Following updated guidance from state agencies and in order to comply with those 
directives, this meeting will be also be available remotely.  Members of the public 
wishing to join the meeting remotely, please use the following link: 

meet.google.com/fph-urve-eoe 
Join by phone 

5448-532-(US) +1 585  PIN: 694 642 948# 

IMPORTANT DISCUSSION BEFORE AUSTRALIAN BALLOT VOTE 
ON TOWN MEETING DAY -  
TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2021  
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