Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
November 19, 2024, at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: «+1 309 205 3325 US; * +1 646 931 3860 US; - +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; « +1 360 209 5623 US; « +1 386 347 5053 US; * +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; * +1 669 444 9171 US; » +1 689 278 1000 US; - +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member
Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer

Present on the Zoom Call: Colin Evans, Braintree Citizen
Loren Bent was unable to make the meeting.

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and under New Business added the topic of Three Justices of the
Peace.

Approve minutes of the November 6, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the
minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on November 6, 2024.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum — No Citizen
Comments.

Reports
o Highway Report — The Highway Crew is getting ready for winter and doing maintenance
on the trucks and equipment. One crew member is still working on acquiring his CDL
permit and license.
e Cemetery Commission Report — There was no report available, but the Selectboard
discussed mowing options for the Thayer Brook Road cemetery to avoid damaging posts
and headstones.

Old business —

e Selectboard priority project updates —Mr. Helmuth supplied a spreadsheet with a list of
potential IT contractors. He detailed the individual contractors’ IT packages, capabilities
and costs. One final quote is being secured before any decisions are made.

e Review New RFP for Town Building feasibility study — A bidders meeting has been
scheduled for Friday, November 22~ If there are no proposals, the Town may need to
reevaluate the scope and process.

o Railroad Quiet Zone through RT12A Corridor — There was a discussion led by Mr.
Burson and Colin Evans on the status of next steps for the Town to initiate a railroad
Quiet Zone through Braintree to encourage fewer whistles at Braintree crossings.

New business —

o Justices of the Peace — The Town Clerk outlined the State Law regarding the filling of
Justice of the Peace (JP) positions. Three JP’s were elected with the requisite percentage
of votes. No write-in candidates received the required 1% of the vote. As a result, the
Town will operate with those three JP’s until the next election when candidates are again
able to run.

e MERP Award discussion, Grant Paperwork, and Implementation Letter — The
Selectboard discussed the benefits of accepting this $137,128.05 grant.



On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved accepting the $137,128.05 MERP Grant with Ms. O’Toole providing the
Grantee Signature.

o Health, Dental & Vision Insurance & HRA Information — Ms. O’Toole led the discussion
on the options provided for the Health, Dental and Vision Insurances and the HRA, and
the value of providing quality benefits to town employees.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved the Town maintaining the same level of Health, Dental and Vision
Insurances and HRA coverage as last year despite the increase in insurance costs for
the coming year.

e Budget Planning — There is a preliminary budget planning committee meeting scheduled
for the morning of December 2.
e ARPA - SLFRF Update Regarding your Obligations — This topic was tabled until the
December 3, 2024, Selectboard Meeting.
Payment Orders — There were no payment orders provided due to employee illness.
Payroll Warrant — There were no Payroll Warrant provided due to employee illness.
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3)
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the entering into
an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(3)
at 7:02 p.m.
At 7:19 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session with no decisions being made.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board adjourned the meeting at
7:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



