
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 
October 15, 2024, at 6:00 pm 

 
The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair             Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member  
Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant            Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer  
 
Present via Zoom and Phone: Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member; Paul Hansen, Ecopixal 
Representative 
 
Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 
The Board reviewed the agenda and under New Business added the topic of LHMP Meeting on 
October 21st.  
 
Approve minutes of the October 1, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting and approve the minutes 
of the October 8, 2024, Special Selectboard Meeting.  
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on October 1, 2024, and the minutes from 
the Special Selectboard Meeting on October 8, 2024.  
 
Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –   
 
There were no citizen comments at tonight’s meeting. 
 
Reports 

 Highway Report – The Highway Crew is trying to resurface Blanchard and Davis Acres 
roads before winter weather.  They are also using the large blower hitched to the back of 
a tractor to blow the leaves off the road and out of ditches.  One employee is scheduled to 
take the CDL test on Wednesday, October 23rd.   

 Conservation Commission Representative – Chelsie Brown represented the Commission 
and reported that the Town of Braintree is ineligible to receive a grant to assist with 
preemptive Ash Tree Cutting in the Town’s right-of-way.  The Commission will further 
research and discuss ways to pay for the work.  Marlys Eddy has joined the Conservation 
Commission and brings much knowledge of conservation issues. Mr. Burson suggested 
that the road crew could focus on Ash tree removal in the town right of way during the 
winter months. Ms. Brown agreed to take this idea back to the Commission and see if 
they could assist in identifying trees. Owners of parcels where Ash trees are prioritized 
for removal will be notified in advance of the cutting and will be given the opportunity to 
keep the material that is cut. Material that is not wanted could be placed into a firewood 
bank for residents to access when they have a demonstrated need for no-cost wood fuel. 

 
Old business – 

 Allen Dr. water request – John Bradley – Mr. Bradley has agreed that a Reverse Osmosis 
system is the best remediation option and will get a price quote to the Selectboard. 

 Selectboard priority project updates – A discussion was held regarding the options of 
having a whole new website or just revising the Town’s current website.  A decision will 
be made after a review of the website contractors’ quotes, suggestions etc.  Above all else 
the website needs to have ease of use for the staff and citizens of the Town.    Mr. 
Helmuth reviewed the IT Memo he provided regarding costs and extent of MSP services 



from multiple businesses in VT.  He will continue to secure quotes to meet the IT needs 
of the Town and will give another report at the first meeting in November.   

 Review of Town of Rochester Plowing Costs – Mr. Bent reviewed the research he did on 
pricing cost of plowing and sanding and what other towns who contract out their winter 
plowing pay for the work.  The Town is charging less than what other towns pay, and the 
Town will notify Rochester of increases to the charge for plowing and sanding in 
increments over the next three years to help cover Braintree’s costs for personnel, 
equipment, and material. 

 Review Bids from RFP for Town Building feasibility study – No bids were received for 
this RFP.  Ms. O’Toole will reach out to the firms who showed interest in the project. 

 Bidding for Diesel Fuel Services – After evaluation, the Selectboard decided not to 
change the Town’s current diesel provider. 

 
New business –  

 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Meeting – Ms. O’Toole reminded the Selectboard 
Members that a public meeting on the LHMP is scheduled for next Monday, the 21st at 6 
p.m. at the Town Office. 

 Railroad Quiet Zone through RT12A Corridor – There is no new information currently 
on this topic, but Mr. Burson and Colin Evans will continue to work on the process to 
establish a Quiet Zone. 

 Switch 11/05 Selectboard Meeting That Conflicts with Election Day – 
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved 
moving the first meeting in November from Tuesday the 5th to Wednesday the 6th to 
avoid the conflict with the General Election. 

 
 Town Hall Needs – Accessibility in Town Hall Bathrooms – The Town Hall bathrooms 

could be improved for additional wheelchair accessibility; this work might be 
accomplished while some work is already being done on the Hall.    Ms. Brassard or 
Doug Bent will contact Delairs to ask if this is something they can handle.  If not, then 
Mr. Burson will explore other possibilities to make some of the improvements. 

 Revision to personnel policy – opting out of benefits – Ms. O’Toole will continue to 
research possibilities for employees who opt out of benefits because they have benefits 
elsewhere to receive a stipend in lieu of benefits. 

 
Payment Orders – The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment. 
 
Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the September 22, 2024 – 
October 5, 2024, payroll period with Pay Date on October 10, 2024.  
 
On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period September 22, 2024 - October 5, 2024, with Pay Date on 
October 10, 2024. 
 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the entering into an 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(3) at 
7:07 p.m. 
 
At 7:18 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and made no decisions. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:18 
p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


