
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

October 1, 2024, at 6:00 pm 
 

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair             Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member  
Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant                        Colin Evans, Braintree Resident  
John Bradley, Braintree Resident                  Paul Kendall, Braintree Resident  
Linda LuBold, WRVA Representative   
 

Present via Zoom and Phone:  Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member; Jessica Brassard, Town 
Clerk/Treasurer, Paul Hansen, Ecopixal Representative 
 

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and under Old Business added the topic of LHMP Kick Off 
Meeting Review and an Executive Session to discuss a Personnel Matter.  
 

Approve minutes of the September 17, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting. –  
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on September 17, 2024.  
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  
 

John Bradley attended the meeting to revisit his issue with the contamination in his well.  A 
discussion was held between Mr. Bradley and the Selectboard with no final determination at this 
time.  The Selectboard will have more research completed before the next meeting. 
 

Paul Kendall stated he had observed the children who wait for the bus at the end of the Mobile 
Acres Trailer Park road standing out in the pouring rain last week while waiting for the bus and 
he would like to see a shelter for these students built.  The VT Housing Authority Representative 
informed him that there had been a shelter there many years ago that had been pushed over the 
bank.  As the small piece of land at the top of the road is not viable for a new shelter, the 
Representative suggested that one be built down inside the trailer park on land adjacent to the 
entry of Fogey Street.  There is plenty of room for the bus to turn around at this site, but the 
School Bus System would need to agree to take the sharp turn down into the park and cross the 
railroad to reach the site.  Mr. Kendall has already spoken to Paul Rea, property owner across RT 
12A from Mobile Acres, who volunteered to use his equipment and assist in any way necessary, 
including fundraising for the shelter.  Mr. Burson agreed to speak with the School Bus System 
regarding the potential change to the bus route. 
 

Colin Evans came to the meeting to discuss the potential of creating a RT 12A Corridor Train 
Whistle Quiet Zone from Lemery Road to Allen Drive.  He came prepared with research for the 
Selectboard to review.  As almost all the public railroad crossings now have at least flashing 
lights and some also have gates, there is no need to have the trains blowing their whistle at every 
crossing.  Mr. Evans reported that the train operator’s current use of the whistle seems excessive, 
and that he thinks the area would qualify for a quiet zone.  The engineers would not be required 
to use their horns unless there is an obstruction on the tracks. The selectboard indicated they 
would research the process further, as the town would need to go through the process of 
establishing the quiet zone. 
 

Reports 
 Highway Report – The Highway Crew is trying to resurface roads before winter and have 

done some grading after the rain last week.  The professional tree service will begin 
cutting the Duclos Road trees next week and the ledge removal on the road will start next 
year.  The Duclos Road Grant-In-Aid has been continued through until next year. 



 White River Valley Ambulance Representative – Linda Lubold stated that the WRVA’s 
50th Anniversary Celebration went extremely well.  The raffle, due to all the terrific prize 
donations from businesses and organizations, was a tremendous success.  There is still no 
Board Member from Randolph but new members from Bethel and Rochester have joined 
the Board.  The new ambulance should be arriving soon which would alleviate the cost of 
maintenance on the older vehicles.  The crew members who were deployed on military 
service have returned to their positions, so most shifts are now fully covered.  The July 6th 
Coin Drop brought in a little over $1,000.00.  There have been, and will continue to be, 
discussions on how to fund the purchase of new ambulances in the future. 

 

Old business – 
 Town Hall Needs – Doug Bent and Shirley Hook informed Ms. O’Toole that the Delairs 

Carpet and Flooring will be able to start in early October and hope to have everything 
completed, except the counter tops, before Election Day on November 5th.  The counter 
tops will then be completed before any Thanksgiving rentals occur. 

 Municipal Energy Resilience Program Update – The Energy Auditors did a quick 
turnaround on their assessment report and submitted it to TRORC.  This allowed TRORC 
to get the MERP grant application submitted to the Building and General Services in the 
required timeframe after all.  The auditors assessed the buildings as each needing around 
$90,000 of work for a total assessment need of $180,000.  The Energy Auditors did state 
that overall, the buildings, even the garage, are in better shape than some garages where 
they have done energy audits.  Mr. Burson read the list of what items the auditors did 
state were the most important issues to be addressed. 

 Selectboard Priorities FY2025 – Ms. Brown received a couple of quotes/bids for the new 
and/or updated Town Website.  Mr. Hansen from Ecopixal in Essex, Vermont attended to 
explain their submitted quote/bid.  The Selectboard and staff need to decide on what 
exactly is needed, an overhaul or a brand-new website.  This conversation will continue 
at the October 15th meeting. 
Lou Helmuth has spoken with four Vermont based companies regarding IT & 
Cybersecurity for the Town.  The Town’s current IT & Cybersecurity Company, Tech 
Group, was in the office recently to discuss with the staff what are their specific needed 
requirements. 

 Review of Town of Rochester Plowing Costs – This topic was again tabled until the next 
meeting so that Mr. Bent could conduct further research on pricing.   

 

New business –  
 Policy regarding public comments received via email – Ms. O’Toole encouraged all 

Selectboard Members, as no one member can make unilateral decisions, to bring all 
emails received from Town Citizens to the Board Meetings, so all members have access 
to the same information.  The emails will be entered into the public record during the 
Citizens Comments portion of the Meetings.  The Board Members should also be 
encouraging the email writers to attend a Selectboard Meeting in person to have their 
concerns discussed.    

 Bidding for Diesel Fuel Services? – The Selectboard will wait to decide on whether to 
put diesel fuel services out to bid until the Town receives further information from the 
current diesel supplier. 

 Town of Braintree - Town Highway Class 2 Roadway FY25 – The Board reviewed 
where this grant money will be used on Braintree Hill Road. 

 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously 
approved the signing of the Municipal Town Highway Class 2 Road Grant PO2177. 

 

Payment Orders -  
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders which include an overage cost for the Highway Training Account 10-6000-
81.00 to cover the cost of Peter Legacy’s Commercial Driving Training in the amount of 
$4,500.00. 
 
Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the August 25, 2024 – 
September 7, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on September 12, 2024.  
 
 
 



Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the entering into 
an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(3) 
at 7:26 p.m. 
 
At 7:53 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the offering of 
the vacant Highway Crew Member position to the interested candidate. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:54 
p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


