
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 
September 3, 2024, at 6:00 pm 

 
The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair             Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member 
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member          Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant 
Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer                 
  
Present via Zoom and Phone:  No one was on Zoom or the phone. 
 
Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 
The Board reviewed the agenda and tabled under New Business the Security at Town Owned 
Buildings until the September 17, 2024 Meeting. 
 
Approve minutes of the August 20, 2024 Regular Selectboard Meeting. –  
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved the minutes from 
the Regular Selectboard Meeting on August 20, 2024. Ms. Brown abstained from the vote 
due to her absence at the August 20th meeting. 
 
Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum – There were no 
citizens in attendance at tonight’s meeting. 
 
Reports 

 Highway Report – The Highway Crew is focusing mostly on general maintenance.  The 
Highway Foreman has been unable to make it up to the Chase Property on Pent Road. 
Peter Legacy will begin his night CDL Course on September 23rd.  Matthew Lincoln has 
been hired to haul materials from Northeast Materials to our stockpile.  The Town will 
use grant funding to hire a professional tree service to remove trees located on Duclos 
Road.   

 
Old business – 

 VCDP Grant Application Follow-up/Resolution – There was a Public Hearing on this 
topic at 5:30 p.m. and separate minutes of that meeting have been created. 

 Town Hall Needs –Delairs Flooring did take measurements of the floors last week but 
has not yet submitted quotes for the best type of flooring for the different areas/rooms.   

 Selectboard Priorities FY2025 – The long-term priority projects list was created.  Ms. 
Brown is focusing on changing/updating the Town Website and Mr. Helmuth will work 
on other IT needs.  Mr. Burson will continue his pursuit of locating a gravel pit and/or a 
gravel and sand supplier.   A Pre-Town Meeting/Informational Meeting is a focus of Mr. 
Helmuth and Ms. O’Toole along with a discussion of posting the Budget Committee 
meetings on Front Porch Forum.  Ms. O’Toole will continue the pursuit of options for 
funding a new campus with updated buildings.  The Selectboard, with the assistance of 
the Town Clerk, will research telephone needs.  

 Local Hazard Mitigation Plan – Thursday, September 26th at 6 p.m. has been chosen for 
the LHMP Committee kickoff meeting.  Members of the LHMP committee include Ms. 
O’Toole and Mr. Bent (in their capacity as Selectboard members as well as the 
Emergency Management Coordinator and the Fire Services Liaison), the Town 
Constable, a representative from the Planning Commission, the E-911 Coordinator, the 
Road Foreman, and the Braintree Representative of the Regional Emergency 



Management Coordinating Committee. The Town is legally required to update its Local 
Hazard Mitigation Plan every five years.   

 
New business –  

 Security at Town Owned Buildings – This topic was tabled until the September 17th 
meeting. 

 Selectboard acknowledgement of reappraisal notice from the Vermont Depart of Taxes – 
The Selectboard is required to acknowledge the receipt of the order of reappraisal notice 
from the Vermont Department of Taxes.  The town will now prepare a plan for 
reappraisal that will be submitted to the State by November.  However, due to the number 
of towns statewide that will require reappraisal, it is uncertain when reappraisal could 
take place in Braintree.  More information will be available in the months ahead. 

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously 
approved the signing of the Acknowledgement of Reappraisal Notice from the 
Vermont Department of Taxes. 

 
Payment Orders -  
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders. 
 
Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the August 11, 2024 – 
August 24, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on August 29, 2024.  
 
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period August 11, 2024 - August 24, 2024 with Pay Date on 
August 29, 2024. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:01 
p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


