Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
August 6, 2024, at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: «+1 309 205 3325 US; * +1 646 931 3860 US; « +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; « +1 360 209 5623 US; « +1 386 347 5053 US; * +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; * +1 669 444 9171 US; » +1 689 278 1000 US; - +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant
Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen Janice Thresher, Braintree Citizen

Present via Zoom and Phone: Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer, Ronald Cadrette,
Braintree Citizen

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and tabled the topic of Town Hall Needs under Old Business and
canceled the Executive Session.

Approve minutes of the July 16, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved
the minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on July 16, 2024.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum —

Mr. Kinney questioned why the resurfacing of the Battles Brook Road stopped at a certain point
and did not continue to the end of the road. He also inquired about the status of the Thresher
Brook Road project. Mr. Burson stated that there had been a hold-up on the project due to all the
rain and the contractor hitting bedrock during digging part of the project.

Reports
o Highway Report — The Highway Crew is back to three employees. The Crew has been
working on roadside mowing and the replacement of several undersized culverts.
Old business —
« Town Hall Needs — This topic was tabled until the August 16" meeting for lack of new
information.

New business —

o Future town highway contracts — Mr. Burson led a discussion on having tighter language
in future town highway contracts. All contracts shall now have language regarding the
timeline of a project with a definite beginning and ending date unless there are
extraordinary circumstances approved by the Selectboard.

o Tax Rate Approval — The board discussed potential tax rates and the potential of
decreasing the tax rate by adding either $25,000 or $50,000 to FY24 revenues from the
Town’s General Fund. The Town authorized a $25,000 allocation from the General Fund
at Town Meeting. The Board discussed that in light of the continually increasing tax
rates, and sentiments raised at Town Meeting, that while a one-time $50,000 allocation
from the General Fund would not be sustainable on an annual basis in the future, a
$50,000 allocation was warranted this year to ease this year’s tax burden on citizens. The
Board conditioned this approval on the necessity of further discussing how to address the
issue in future years during Budget Information meetings in advance of next year’s Town
Meeting.

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved
the Selectboard to set the FY 25 tax rate to 2.593 for residential and 2.7091 for non-
residential.



e Ronald Cadrette Application for Access — The Selectboard studied the Application for
Access and as the Road Foreman has approved the application found no reason to not
approve and sign the application.

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously
approved to grant the Application for Access on Lemery Road submitted by Ronald
Cadrette.

o Katja Evans OSSD Board Resignation — The Selectboard read Katja Evans resignation
letter from the OSSD Board. The Administrative Assistant will post on the Town’s
Website and FB Page soliciting Letters of Intent from citizens interested in filling this
vacant position.

Payment Orders -

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the
payment orders.

Payroll Warrant — The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the July 14, 2024 — July
27, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on August 1, 2024.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period July 14, 2024 — July 27, 2024 with Pay Date on August 1,
2024.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board adjourned the meeting at 6:55
p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



