
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

July 2, 2024, at 6:00 pm 
 

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair            Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member 
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member          Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer   
Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant                  Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen 
 

Present via Zoom and Phone: Sarah Wraight, TRORC Senior Planner; Erika Hoffman-Kiess, 
GMEDC Executive Director 
 

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:02 pm.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and added the topic of the Safe Election Team Meeting and an 
Executive Session to discuss a legal matter.  
 

Approve minutes of the June 18, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting.  
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved 
the minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on June 18, 2024. 
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  
 
Mr. Kinney requested confirmation that the contract with Hilltop Construction, LLC for the work 
on Thresher Road does not include for additional funds to be paid contingent upon unforeseen 
expenses.  Confirmation that such a contract provision does not exist was given. Mr. Kinney also 
solicited information about gravel sources in the Town and if any of the Braintree Citizens who 
claimed to have gravel or gravel pits on their property had submitted a proposal for the Town to 
retrieve the gravel.  He was informed that no, there have been no new proposals for gravel pits 
for properties within the Town of Braintree. 
 
Ms. Brassard notified the Selectboard that she had received a message from the State Police that 
on July 22nd at 3 p.m. on Microsoft Team they are conducting a Team Meeting for Town Clerks 
and other Town Officials regarding election safety. 
 
Reports 

 Highway Report – Hilltop Construction, LLC is working on the Thresher Road project. 
Thresher Road is closed just North of Woodchuck Hollow and will remain closed for 
several weeks. 
There are only two Highway Crew members working at this time and for a couple more 
weeks before the third crew member will return from medical leave.  The Town 
continues to search for a new member to join the Road Crew and potentially has two 
candidates for the position. 
The yellow tractor is still not operating correctly.  A brief discussion about possibly 
exploring the replacement of this tractor occurred.  This topic was tabled until the FY26 
budget is discussed later in the year.   
The Road Crew are continuing to use the second mower for roadside mowing.  Road 
grading and ditching maintenance also continues.  

 EMD Report – Ms. O’Toole stated that she and Andy Bent have been attending the 
TRORC meetings that are focused on various topics of regional interest, including storm 
mitigation etc.  The Town is currently updating the Hazard Mitigation Plan.  She also 
reported that the EMD Group is dormant but there are still citizens around Town who 
have emergency radios.   



 Fire Warden Report – Mr. Bent reported that as the State is not in a drought so that fire 
permits have been approved. 

 

Old business – 
 Speeding on Riford Brook Road – The Selectboard further discussed options on how to 

mitigate the speeding issues on Braintree roads, especially Riford Brook Road.  
Additional research will be conducted. 

 VCDP Application Discussion – Ms. Hoffman-Keiss summarized the responses she 
received from the State pertaining to the questions that arose from the June 18th 
presentation.   This new information was discussed between the Selectboard and Ms. 
Brassard.   

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously 
approved the Town to submit a pre-application for the VCDP grant to support the 
Orange County Parent Child Center in Randolph.  

 
New business –  
 

 Gillespie Fuels & Propane, Inc. FY’25 Fuel Contracts – The Selectboard reviewed the 
FY’25 Fuel Contracts. 
 
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously 
approved that the Town choose Option 2 on all the Gillespie Fuels & Propane, Inc. 
contracts for the heating of the Town Office, the Town Garage and the Town Hall 
and for fuel for the two emergency generators. 
 

 TH Discussion & Possible Approval of Quotes for Kitchen Renovations – A brief 
discussion ensued regarding the supplied quotes.  The topic was tabled until the next 
meeting so clarifying information can be obtained by the Friends of the Town Hall. 

 Review & Approval of Loan Paperwork – Municipal Equipment Loan Fund – Purchase 
of Dump Truck – Ms. Brassard explained the loan paperwork. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved 
the Loan Agreement with the State of Vermont for the financing of the FY ’24 
dump truck purchase. 

 

Payment Orders -  
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders. 
 

Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the June 16, 2024 – June 
29, 2024, payroll period with Pay Date on July 4, 2024.  
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period June 16, 2024 – June 29, 2024 with Pay Date on July 4, 
2024. 
 

Executive Session to discuss a legal matter pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(E).  
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved 
entering an Executive Session at 7:08 p.m. to discuss a legal matter pursuant to VSA 
Section 313 (a)(1)(E).   

The Selectboard came out of the Executive Session at 7:20 p.m. and concluded that current 
conditions have caused the purchase of the Northfield gravel pit to not be in the best legal and 
financial interest of the Town.  The Selectboard is discontinuing pursuing the purchase of the 
subject property and they will further discuss that decision at the next Selectboard Meeting. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:21 
p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


