Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
May 21, 2024, at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: «+1 309 205 3325 US; * +1 646 931 3860 US; - +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; « +1 360 209 5623 US; « +1 386 347 5053 US; * +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; * +1 669 444 9171 US; » +1 689 278 1000 US; - +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer
Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant Nancy Burchfield, Cemetery Commission Chair

Greg Marshia, Braintree Resident
No one was present via Zoom and Phone:

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and added a Personnel Matter to the planned Executive Session.
Approve minutes of the May 7, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the minutes from
the Regular Selectboard Meeting on May 7, 2024, with Mr. Helmuth abstaining.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum —

Mr. Marshia stated a tree in the Town Right-of-Way has gotten much worse since he reported it
to the Road Foreman. He fears the tree is on the verge of coming down during one of the strong
summer storms and that if it does it may take out the power lines and potentially other trees
around it. He also stated that there are several trees on the lower level of Bent Hill Road in
similar condition.

Mr. Marshia also inquired about the Green-Up Day procedures for picking up the Green Trash
Bags on Braintree Roads.

Reports
o Highway Report — The Highway Crew may use the Grant-In-Aid Money for the three

repaving spots or for the restructuring of the end of Duclos Road. Grading is continuing

on the Town Roads, especially the main thoroughfares.

e Quotes for replacement of the 1 Ton pickup — The Town requested three and received
two quotes for the chassis: one from Formula Ford and one from McGee Ford. The
Town is still awaiting information on the dump body cost so a decision will not be
made until that information is received.

o FEMA Updates — The only item left for the July 2023 FEMA Grant is for the
Administrative Assistant to submit her Administrative Time for reimbursement. The
Town also received a request from the State Department of Public Safety for
information to process the State portion of these grants.

e Cemetery Commission Chair — Ms. Burchfield stated that Seth Bent formally resigned
from the Commission. All the Town Cemeteries were cleaned of debris in April for the
year. Dirty Rock Stone Cleaner, LLC has cleaned the stones at the Braintree Hill and
Spear Cemeteries. There are problems with mud, stones and other items deposited in
Burridge Cemetery on Thayer Brook Road. The Burridge Cemetery on Thayer Brook



Road is very close to the road and during mud season drivers veer closer to the cemetery
adding to the mud and dirt. The commission would like a fence or guardrail placed in
front of the cemetery to prevent future issues. The Selectboard agreed to send the Road
Commissioner and Road Foreman out to inspect and report back on the situation.

Old business
o Review Bids for Local Hazard Mitigation Plan — The Selectboard reviewed the bid
provided by TRORC. The bid did come in under the grant funding amount.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board accepted the bid from
TRORC and enter an agreement with TRORC for the updating of the Local Hazard
Mitigation Plan.

New business —
e Review upcoming changes to
e Opening Meeting Law
o Ethics rules for municipal officials.
The Selectboard reviewed and discussed these new changes that will take effect
on July 1+« and what impact the procedures will have on the way the Selectboard
and Advisory and Non-Advisory Committees/Commissions meetings are
held. The Town will provide training to the committee/commission chairpersons
and other members before or around the July 1+ change.

Payment Orders -
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the payment orders.

Payroll Warrant — The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the May 5, 2024 — May
18, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on May 23, 2024.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved the Payroll
Warrant for the May S — May 18, 2024, payroll period with Pay Date on May 23, 2024.

Executive Session to discuss a legal matter pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(E) and a personnel
matter pursuant to 1 VSA Section 313 (a)(3).

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved entering an
Executive Session to discuss a legal matter pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(E) and personnel
matter pursuant to VSA Section 313 (a)(3). The Board invited Janice Russell to join the
meeting for the personnel matter discussion.

The Selectboard came out of the Executive Session at 6:54 p.m. and gave Ms. Russell permission
to immediately begin the bid process for a new cleaning person for the Town Office and the
Town Hall.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board adjourned the meeting at
6:54 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



