
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

April 23, 2025, at 6:00 pm rescheduled from 04/15/2025 
 
The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 
Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair            Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member  
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member                                Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant 
Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer                       Jackson Evans, Braintree Lister 
Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen            Kolbey Haupt, Braintree Citizen
           
Present via Zoom: 
Paul Hansen, Representative, Ecopixel Website Designer 
 
Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 
The Board reviewed the agenda and under Old Business added the review of the Feasibility 
Study Draft under Selectboard Priority Projects topic and the Snowsville Village 
Designation.  Under New Business the Board added the topic of who was cleaning up the winter 
plowing debris from the lawns in preparation for this year’s mowing for the Town Office and 
Town Hall. 
 
Approve the minutes of the April 1, 2025 Regular Selectboard Meeting and the minutes of the 
April 9, 2025 Special Selectboard Meeting. 
 
Ms. Brassard pointed out that Kolbey Haupt’s name was misspelled in the April 1, 2025 minutes 
so Ms. O’Toole directed the Administrative Assistant to correct the error. 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved 
the amended minutes that reflect the correct spelling of Kolbey Haupt’s name from the 
Regular Selectboard Meeting on April 1, 2025 and the minutes from the April 9, 2025 
Special Selectboard Meeting.      
 
Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  There were no 
citizens comments. 
 
Reports 

 Highway Report – The Duclos Road project has been completed except for the grading 
and other minor follow-up work.  The Town has questions regarding the culverts for 
Thayer Brook Road and are awaiting a call back from the Contech Engineer. 

 Potential Gravel Purchase –Kolbey Haupt, Hilltop Construction, presented a basic 
proposal for the gravel purchase to the Selectboard.  The Selectboard discussed the gravel 
purchase and informed Mr. Haupt that the Town does want to purchase the gravel, but 
additional details need to be worked out.  Mr.  Haupt requested that the gravel be moved 
from its current location by the end of June. 

 The Road Crew is experiencing difficulties getting uniforms from the current supplier 
and that the vendor’s prices have risen drastically in the past year. The Road 
Commissioner will create an RFP for Supplying and Cleaning Uniforms and present it for 
review at the May 6, 2025 meeting.   

 There is a large quantity of debris from winter plowing on the Town Office and Town 
Hall lawns that needs to be removed before any mowing can be done.  The Road Crew 
will be asked to remove the debris and make repairs as soon as possible. 



Old Business 
 Selectboard priority project updates –  

 Town Website RFP Bids-Opening & Reviewing – The Selectboard reviewed and 
discussed each company’s bid regarding the costs, their capability to meet the Town’s 
requirements, especially the ability to handle the ADA requirements, and the ability 
to easily make changes as needed.  During this process, several bids were eliminated 
from the review. The Selectboard will check references from a few of the remaining 
companies.  The Selectboard discussed a list of questions to ask the references when 
contacted. 

 Feasibility Study Draft – SKHS Architects provided a draft version of the feasibility 
study for the Selectboard and Town employees to review and provide feedback.  The 
Selectboard will provide feedback regarding the overall organization of the document 
and ask that the final version contain improved labeling on each building’s floor plan 
and all scenarios for that building. 

 Early Green-Up Day Discussion/Prep – Mr. Evans and Ms. Russell stated that all prep 
work has been completed for Green-Up Day. 

 Resolution of Snowsville Village Center – The Selectboard discussed and agreed the 
Town would benefit from having Snowsville designated as a Village Center and that the 
Town should initiate the process to request said Village Center destination. 

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board approved the 
initiation of the process for gaining the designation of Snowsville as a Village 
Center.   Mr. Burson and Ms. Brown abstained from the vote. 

 
 Adoption of New Municipal Ethics Policies and Forms - A final review of the New 

Municipal Ethics Policies and Forms was conducted without any new changes being 
made. 

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously 
approved the adoption of the New Municipal Ethics Policies and Forms as discussed 
at the April 1, 2025 Selectboard Meeting.    

 
New Business 

 Mike Rice – 76 Allen Drive – Contaminated Water Issues – Ms. O’Toole stated to the 
Selectboard that she had spoken with Mr. Rice’s testing company and was informed that 
Mr. Rice’s water problem is related to high concentrations of iron and not sodium and 
chloride.  The testing results that Mr. Rice provided did not show levels of sodium or 
chloride that exceed the state drinking water level for those compounds. She discussed 
these findings with Mr. Rice and explained that if there was any new information or 
guidance from the Vermont Department of Health, then the Town could revisit the issue. 

 Notice of Zoning Violation – Joseph Palka & Pamela Mischen – The Zoning 
Administrator, Grace Persons, sent a letter to the landowners regarding the zoning 
violation and the steps for disputing said violation or for bringing the property into 
compliance. 

 Approval - Highway Certification of Compliance, Annual Finance Plan -    
 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously 
approved the Highway Certification of Compliance and the Annual Finance Plan 
for submission to VTRANS. 

 
 SFY26 Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program – 

 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously 
approved the application of the SFY26 Municipal Roads Grants-In-Aid Program 
that funds projects that fall into the best management practices for the Municipal 
Roads. 

 
 LEMP Review & Approval – Ms. O’Toole made updates to the LEMP that were 

reviewed by the Board.  Ms. O’Toole will present the final version for approval at the 
May 6, 2025 meeting. 
 

 



Payment Orders - The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders.  
 
Payroll Warrant – The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the March 23, 2025 – April 
5, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on April 10, 2025 and the Payroll Warrant for the April 6, 
2025 – April 19, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on April 24, 2025. 
 
On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period March 23, 2025 – April 5, with Pay Date on April 10, 2025, 
and Payroll Warrant for Pay Period April 6, 2025 – April 19, 2025, with Pay Date on April 
24, 2025. 
 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved 
entering into an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. 
Section 313(a)(3) at 7:45 p.m. 
 
At 7:56 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and no decisions were made and 
no actions were taken. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously adjourned the 
meeting at 7:56 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


