
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

April 16, 2024, at 6:00 pm 
 

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/91312186555?pwd=NjFLVlhaWkRJQ1VBdkM3Umo1aVZ4UT09 
Meeting ID: 913 1218 6555 Passcode: 031212  
One tap mobile +19292056099,,91312186555#,,,,*031212# US (New York) 
+13017158592,,91312186555#,,,,*031212# US (Washington DC)  
 

Dial by your location • +1 305 224 1968 US • +1 309 205 3325 US • +1 646 931 3860 US  
 

Present at the Town Office: 
Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair    Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member 
Loren Bent, Selectboard Member          Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member 
Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer         Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant 
Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen            John Lamphere, Braintree Citizen 
Pat Gavula, Braintree Citizen              Robert Cruickshank, LNAC ATV Representative 
 

Present via Zoom and Phone: 
Janice Thresher, Braintree Citizen 
 

Megan O’Toole was unable to attend tonight’s meeting. 
 

Mr. Burson chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:00 pm.  A roll call was done to 
confirm what members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and there were changes made.  
 

Approve minutes of the April 2, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting. – Ms. Brassard pointed out 
that the wording on the motion to retroactively hire Karen Russo part-time was confusing.  The 
motion was rewritten as follows: 
 

“On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved 
hiring Karen Russo as a part-time employee retroactively on January 1, 2024, whose duties 
are to clean the Town Office weekly and the Town Hall on an as needed and periodic 
basis.” 
 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the amended 
minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on April 2, 2024.  
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  
 

Stuart Kinney wanted to thank the Road Crew for all their hard work on cutting down and 
chipping the brush and clearing debris from the roadsides. 
 

Pat Gavula, who lives next to the Batcheller Brook off RT 12A, reported a large amount of 
debris in the brook before, after and under the bridge on RT 12A that came during the July 2024 
rains.  Ms. Gavula has spoken with ANR, who gave her permission to remove the debris, but she 
and her neighbors don’t have the capability.  Ms. Gavula then spoke with VTRANS and was 
informed that VTRANS needed to contract it out.  Mr. Burson stated that he would contact Mr. 
Bump to try getting the project moved along. 
 

John Lamphere reported he had discovered a very large pile of tires that had been dumped on his 
Mud Pond Road property.   Mr. Burson recommended he call VT Environment Protection 
Agency to ask if they will clean up the tires.  Or if ANR will not assist, then Mr. Lamphere can 
bring the tires to the Town Office Parking Lot tire collection spot for May 4th Green Up 
Day.  The Town will hold off as long as possible on having the tire company retrieve the used 
tires so Mr. Lamphere can get the large pile moved.   
 

Reports 
 Highway Report – The Highway Crew has been grading when it is possible.  The Crew 

has also been cleaning debris from the roadsides and ditches.  The Highway Crew will be 
moving to the four 10-hour day week beginning Monday, April 22, 2024. 

 Work Remaining on Paddock’s Gravel Pit – The Selectboard reviewed the contract with 
Derek Aldrighetti and Mr. Burson signed the contract as the Town Representative. 

 FEMA Updates 



 Thayer Brook Road Head Wall RFP – Mr. Burson will create an RFP to be submitted 
to FEMA so that project can move forward. 

 December 18- & 19- Ms. Russell reported that she was in contact with both the State 
and Federal FEMA representatives and, unfortunately, as there were no evidentiary 
photographs taken of the damage before it was repaired the Town can not submit a 
FEMA Grant Request for reimbursement. 

 

Old business 
 Green Up Day Preparation – The Green Up Day dumpster has been ordered from Casella 

and will be delivered on Thursday, May 2, 2024, and retrieved on Tuesday, May 7, 
2024.  There are Green Up Day Green Bags available at the Town Office. 

 Municipal Highway Grant – Structures Grant -  
 Gravel Pit Update and next steps –At this time, the negotiations to purchase the 

Northfield Gravel Pit have been ended by the sellers.  The Town will continue 
researching new sources of gravel as materials from the Paddock gravel pit are being 
used up.  

 Remaining ARPA allocation – The Selectboard discussed the best option to obligate the 
remaining ARPA funds.  A further discussion and possible vote will occur at the next 
meeting. 

 Report on the Orange County Joint Selectboard Committee on Law Enforcement – Mr. 
Helmuth reported that the joint selectboard committee is discussing actions for Towns of 
Orange County might take to enhance the Orange County Sheriff’s Department services 
for now and to stay sustainable into the future.  

 

New business –  
 Cemetery Commission Organization – The Selectboard reviewed the new Cemetery 

Commission Organization information. 
 Grant-In-Aid Packet – Ms. Russell reminded the Selectboard that the deadline to submit a 

Grants-In-Aid Letter of Intent was fast approaching.  Mr. Burson signed the Letter of 
Intent so the Town can proceed with submitting a grant proposal. 

 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board agreed to apply for a 
SFY25 Grants-In-Aid. 

 

 ATV Ordinance – Mr. Cruickshank led the discussion on renewing the current ATV 
Ordinance.  Mr. Helmuth requested changes to the current ordinance but was informed 
that any changes needed to be made at a fully warned public hearing.  Mr. Helmuth 
agreed to propose any changes next year during a warned hearing. 

 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the renewal 
of the ATV Ordinance as written. 

 

 Town Hall Issues – Ms. Russell informed the Selectboard that a Town Hall renter had 
misplaced the set of keys provided for access to the building.  The renter has been 
informed that all or part of the Security Deposit may be used to change the locks if the 
keys are not found and returned.  

 

Payment Orders -  
 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board approved the payment orders. 
 

Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrants for the March 24, 2024 – 
April 6, 2024, payroll period with Pay Date on April 11, 2024.    
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the Payroll 
Warrant for the March 24, 2024 – April 6, 2024, payroll period with pay date of April 11, 
2024. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board adjourned the meeting at 
7:15 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


