Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
April 1, 2025, at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: «+1 309 205 3325 US; * +1 646 931 3860 US; - +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; « +1 360 209 5623 US; « +1 386 347 5053 US; * +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; * +1 669 444 9171 US; » +1 689 278 1000 US; - +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant

Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer Linda Lubold, WRVA Representative
Jackson Evans, Braintree Lister Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen
Julia Haupt, Braintree Citizen Paul Kendall, Braintree Citizen
Mike Rice, Braintree Citizen Gene Woodward, Braintree Citizen

Malcolm FitzPatrick, Braintree Citizen

Present via Zoom:
Janice Thresher, Braintree Citizen

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and deleted the Executive Session for both a Personnel and a
Legal Matter.

Approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025 Regular Selectboard Meeting.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved
the minutes from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on March 18, 2025.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum —

Stuart Kinney questioned the status of a Zoning Permit for a Battles Brook Property where the
owners are allegedly planning to build, in addition to their house, a small house community on
their property. Mr. Kinney alleged that there is already one small house on the property and
according to the owners an additional two or three houses along with a septic system will be put
in place this year. Mr. Kinney does not believe there is a Zoning Permit for any of this work.
Ms. Brassard noted that the zoning administrator had inquired about the one small house on the
property but has not received a response from the landowners. Ms. O’Toole stated that she will
follow up with the zoning administrator to learn more.

Mike Rice, a resident of Allen Drive, provided the Selectboard with the test results of his

well. Mr. Rice asked the town to mitigate any drinking water issues with his well to the same
extent that they have for another resident on Allen Drive. Ms. O’Toole stated that she would
review the test results and communicate with Mr. Rice via email about what the next steps would
be. The Selectboard will revisit the request during the next meeting on April 15¢.

Janice Thresher wanted to know when the ARPA Committee allocated the funds to the
Snowsville Community Trust. Ms. O’Toole explained that no funds had been allocated to the
Trust during the initial ARPA Committee process, but that the citizens at Town Meeting voted to
allocate the funds in FY 2026, which doesn’t begin until July 1+. She also explained that what
the ARPA Committee, and the Town, did was obligate the remaining funds into the General
Fund to cover the payroll for a period during 2024, hence creating a surplus of funds in the
General Fund.

Malcolm Fitzpatrick expressed his disappointment at not being reappointed to the Development
Review Board (DRB) when his term expired on Town Meeting Day. He also explained how and



why he felt he is, as compared to the qualifications of other town officials, more than qualified to
be on the DRB. He also noted several concerns with permits that the DRB had issued while he
was serving on the DRB and asked the selectboard to investigate these concerns. Mr. Burson
agreed to look into the concerns and follow up with Mr. Fitzpatrick.

Jessica Brassard informed the Selectboard that she observed a tractor trailer truck stopped on the
railroad crossing on Riford Brook Road. It appeared that the truck was trying to back out of the
road and back on to Route 12A during the heavy rainstorm. There is a sign on the road that
states that this is not a GPS Route and the road is not equipped for oversized trucks or a good
route to Rochester Hollow Road and onto the Town of Rochester. Mr. Burson will check with
the Road Foreman about the sign being moved so that trucks don’t have to turn around.

Reports

o Highway Report — The Highway Crew continue to work on the muddy roads. Derek
Aldrighetti has begun the final extraction of materials on Sam Paddock’s property.

e Potential Gravel Purchase — The Road Foreman, Dylan Pratt, has viewed the 5,000 yards
of gravel materials and stated it would be good for the Town’s use. Kolbey Haupt,
Hillside Construction, will prepare a purchase proposal to present to the Selectboard at
the April 15» meeting. The material will need to be moved from its current location, so
the Town is researching locations for a landing/storage site.

e Duclos Road Project Update — Lincoln AgriSource, LLC will start work at the site after
mud season ends and will have the work completed by August 2025.

o Thayer Brook Road — VTRANS has finally agreed that a 22-foot culvert is what is
needed for this project. Contech provided two options, an aluminum box or a structural
plate pipe arch 22-foot culvert system. After a discussion on the difference between the
two options and the recommendation from Contech Engineer the Selectboard decided to
have Contech engineer the plate pipe arch system.

e White River Valley Ambulance Representative (WRVA) — Linda Lubold — This is a six-
month report, so Ms. Lubold covered a lot of information on the WRVA activities. She
explained how the WRVA board created their budget, how the payroll is now being
handled by CompuCount, their new BC/BS health insurance, updates to personnel and
how to set aside money for future equipment purchases. An EMS billing group informed
WRVA that their rates are too low, so the rates were updated on January 1+. In 2024
WRVA responded to 1,788 calls.

Old Business

o Selectboard priority project updates —

e Town Website RFP Bids-Opening & Reviewing — The Town received eleven bids for
the new website. Due to the large number of bids and the detailed information in
each the Selectboard chose to table this topic until the April 15+ meeting to give each
member more time to review each bid.

e Updates to the NEMRC Bid for Reappraisal — Jackson Evans — Mr. Evans has spoken
with NEMRC and was informed that their provided bid is already lower than bids
submitted to other towns and cannot go any lower. The Town will create a contract with
NEMRC at the original bid price.

e FY 2026 Town Highway Grant Program — Decision on Application — As the Town
currently has several road grants that need to be completed by the end of this year, the
Road Foreman and Commissioner decided it would be best not to apply for another grant
at this time so the Road Crew can focus on regular road maintenance.

o Early Green-UP Day Discussion/Prep — Ms. Russell provided dumpster quotes from
Cassella and REM Transport and a tire recycling quote from K-N-S Tire. Both the
Casella and K-N-S Tire quotes are the same as last year’s prices so the Selectboard will
deploy the same strategy as last year. Ms. Brassard stated the bags have come in but
have not yet received the Green-Up Day Posters.

e ARPA Reporting Update — Ms. O’Toole outlined the status of the final ARPA Reporting
and how the Town Staff are preparing to complete the reporting by the end of April 2025.

New Business
o First Class Restaurant/Bar License — Bent Hill Brewery, LLC — Ms. Brown recused
herself from the discussion and vote of this topic. This is an annual renewal of this
license and there are no changes from last year.



e Outside Consumption Permit — Bent Hill Brewery, LLC — Ms. Brown recused herself
from the discussion and vote of this topic. This is an annual renewal of this permit and
there are no changes from last year.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved the Bent
Hill Brewery, LLC First Class Restaurant/Bar License and the Bent Hill Brewery,
LLC Outside Consumption Permit.

e Proposal to Meet New Municipal Ethics Requirements — Mr. Helmuth, as the Town’s
Representative to the Ethics Commission explained the new State Ethics Law and what
the Town employees, including board and commission members, are required to do to be
in compliance with the new law. He provided draft copies of the Town’s new Code of
Ethics, Ethics Complaint Form and the Process for Investigation and Enforcement of
Ethical Complaints and Violations. These documents were created verbatim from the
State’s Ethics Commission documentation. A vote will be held at the next meeting as to
whether or not to adopt the documents that have been prepared.

e Snowsville Village Designation proposal — Jackson Evans of the Snowsville Community
Trust explained why Snowsville being designated as a village would be helpful for their
grant and any future renovations to already existing Snowsville buildings. The Planning
Commission’s Town Plan contemplates the Snowsville area as a potential Designated
Village Center. The Town would have to be the applicant for this village designation
proposal, so the Selectboard asked Mr. Evans to continue to develop the application on
behalf of the town.

e 2025 Local Emergency Management Plan Update — Ms. O’Toole, as the Emergency
Management Director, is working on this plan. There are several Braintree Citizens that
have Emergency Radios but there are extra radios available. She would prefer to have
another Selectboard member take an emergency radio. The board brainstormed potential
Braintree citizens who would be a good fit to carry an emergency radio.

e Town Meeting Minutes — Ms. O’Toole noted that the terminology used in the Town
Meeting minutes related to ARPA Funds is confusing and not accurate. She stated that
the correct terminology to be used should be Surplus Funds. This change will be reflected
in the Town Minutes.

Payment Orders - The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders.

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the
payment orders.

Payroll Warrant — The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the March 9, 2025 — March
22, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on March 27, 2025.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period March 9, 2025 — March 22, 2025, with Pay Date on March
27, 2025.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board unanimously adjourned the
meeting at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



