Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
March 18, 2025, at 6:00 pm

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: «+1 309 205 3325 US; * +1 646 931 3860 US; - +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; « +1 360 209 5623 US; « +1 386 347 5053 US; * +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; « +1 669 4449171 US; - +1 689 278 1000 US; « +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member Janice Russell, Administrative Assistant

Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer Jackson Evans, Braintree Lister
Julia Haupt, Braintree Citizen Cal Poulin, Braintree Citizen

Present via Zoom:
Art Melody, Braintree Citizen and Janice Thresher, Braintree Citizen

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and made no changes.

Approve the minutes of the March 5, 2025, Regular Selectboard Meeting, which was
rescheduled from March 4, 2025 due to conflict with Town Meeting Day.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the minutes
from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on March S, 2025 which was rescheduled from
March 4, 2025 due to conflict with Town Meeting Day.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum —

Julia Haupt was in attendance to question why the Town Meeting was not done on Zoom this
year. Ms. O’Toole and Ms. Brassard explained that while town meetings are not required to be
on Zoom, participation in Town Meeting is only allowed for attendees physically present at the
meeting, and this year ORCA media offered video recording and to stream live the meeting. Ms.
O’Toole stated that it was an inadvertent oversight not to make that information available earlier
or to place the link for the live meeting stream on the Town website. It was agreed that the
Selectboard and Town Clerk will make sure all this information will be placed on the website in
the future.

Cal Poulin informed the Selectboard that the property at 3869 Thayer Brook Road is in violation
of the Town’s Trash Ordinance. Mr. Poulin, also citing safety concerns and activities for which
he has sought the involvement of local law enforcement, has tried several times unsuccessfully to
contact the property owner and decided that it has reached the point where he needed to make a
formal complaint to the Selectboard. He provided photographs of trash bags piled up around the
property and evidence that animals have gotten into the trash and spread it around the property
and surrounding woods. Mr. Poulin also stated that there is a horrendous smell permeating from
the property, and he believes it’s caused by an occupied camper trailer being placed over the
sewer/leach field on the property, which has been occupied for more than 6 months. The
Selectboard will have the Administrative Assistant send a formal letter advising the property
owner of the trash ordinance violation and the future consequences if remedial action is not
taken. The Zoning Administrator will be notified of the possible violations to the Zoning
Ordinance.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved having the
Administrative Assistant send a formal letter advising the property owner of the Trash
Ordinance Violation and the future consequences if action is not taken.



Janice Thresher requested information on the status of the VLCT led BCA Training that she was
informed was supposed to occur sometime in 2024. Ms. Brassard stated that the training never
occurred due to scheduling conflicts, so she instead provided the BCA training handbooks to all
Justices of Peace.

Reports

Highway Report — The Highway Crew have been very busy in the mornings working on
the muddy roads while the ground was still frozen, using the grader and spreading gravel
when necessary. The Road Foreman and Commissioner would like to get Derek
Aldrighetti back to Sam Paddock’s property soon to begin the final extraction of
materials at that site.

Potential Gravel Purchase — Mr. Bent was contacted by Kolby Haupt regarding a
potential site to remove five to six thousand yards of river gravel. Mr. Bent will
determine if the gravel is what the Town should be purchasing and then discuss pricing
with Mr. Haupt. Mr. Burson is concerned that the Town has no storage space for

gravel. Mr. Bent will discuss the potential of leaving the river gravel at its current
location until the Town has space in the stockpile or unless the Town can use it
immediately on road repairs.

Tri-Valley Transit Representative — Paul Kendall — The Selectboard reviewed the written
report Mr. Kendall submitted from Tri-Valley Transit and it appears that everything with
Tri-Valley is continuing to go very well.

Old Business

Selectboard priority project updates - 1. SHKS Architects is continuing with the
Feasibility Study but currently having some scheduling conflicts with a subcontractor so
the draft report will not be provided until April 1+. 2. State Ethics requirements — Mr.
Helmuth, as the Town’s liaison to the State’s Ethics Commission, will be responsible to
guide the Town through compliance with the new requirements.

FY 2026 Town Highway Grant Program — Decision on Application — The Road Foreman
and Commissioner are still discussing possible projects for this grant. The Topic was
tabled until the April 1, 2025 Meeting.

Appoint alternate member to Development Review Board — Shannon Freeman has agreed
to become the Alternate Member to the Development Review Board.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously
approved appointing Shannon Freeman as the Alternate Member to the
Development Review Board.

Conservation Commission FPR Grant — Ms. Brown explained that the Conservation
Commission has an opportunity to receive an FPR Grant for the cutting and destruction
of Elm Trees and has begun the process of completing the grant on-line. She informed
the Selectboard that Marlys Eddy and her State University-Randolph Center students
surveyed 340 Ash Trees on Bent Hill and Braintree Hill Roads. that were surveyed by
Marlys Eddy and her VTC Class.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved appointing Chelsie Brown as the Town’s Chief Contact and Official Grant
signer for the FPR Grant on this FPR grant to move the grant forward.

New Business

Town Report Billing to the OSSD — Ms. Brassard pointed out that the OSSD portion of
this year’s Town Report only consists of one-third of the report and suggests that the
Town charge OSSD for just that one-third portion and not for one-half of the report as
done in the past.

Early Green-Up Day Discussion/Prep — After a brief discussion and review of provided
information the Selectboard tabled this topic until the April 1+ meeting so that the
Administrative Assistant can obtain more quotes and information.

Bid for Reappraisal RFP — The Town received only one bid for the Reappraisal RFP, and
it was from NEMRC. Mr. Evans pointed out that the Town has worked with NEMRC in
the past for reappraisal and that NEMRC has institutional knowledge and
professionalism, and the Town currently uses the NEMRC software. He has no problem



with using NEMRC if the Selectboard decides to move forward with their bid. The
reappraisal would not begin until 2028 and end in 2030. It is six years out because so
many towns in the State need to be reappraised and there are only a couple of reappraisal
companies. By the time the reappraisal ends it would coincide with the reappraisal
schedule from the Town’s 2020 Reappraisal. Mr. Evans stated that the bid is for
$81,000, which is more than the Town was anticipating so he will go back to NEMRC to
see if there is room to negotiate to get a lower price. Ms. Brassard suggested that the
Selectboard do a conditional approvement of the bid.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously
approved the acceptance of the NEMRC Bid for the Town-wide Reappraisal
pending any revisions to the bid resulting from Mr. Evans discussion with NEMRC.

Payment Orders - The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders.

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the
payment orders.

Payroll Warrant — The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the February 23, 2025 —
March 8, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on March 13, 2025.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period February 23, 2025 — March 8, 2025, with Pay Date on
March 13, 2025.

Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3)
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved
the entering into an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A.

Section 313 (a)(3) at 7:09 p.m.

At 7:49 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and no decisions were made and
no actions were taken.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board unanimously adjourned the
meeting at 7:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



