Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
March 5, 2025, at 6:00 pm
Rescheduled from Tuesday, March 4, 2025

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open
Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:

Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UIRIM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzlwdDJWZz09
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180 Passcode: 566972 One tap mobile:
+13092053325,937154831804#,,,*5669724# US; +13126266799,937154831804#,,,*566972# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location: * +1 309 205 3325 US; - +1 646 931 3860 US; - +1 305 224 1968 US;

++1 253 205 0468 US; - +1 360 209 5623 US; * +1 386 347 5053 US; « +1 507 473 4847 US

*+1 564 217 2000 US; - +1 669 444 9171 US; - +1 689 278 1000 US; * +1 719 359 4580 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member Janice Russell, Administrative

Assistant

Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer Robert Cruickshank, Lost Nation ATV Club
Paul Kendall, Braintree Citizen Stuart Kinney, Braintree Citizen

Present via Zoom:
John Lincoln, Lincoln AgriSource, LLC Janice Thresher, Braintree Citizen

Ms. O’Toole called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. A roll call was done to confirm what
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and under New Business added the Conservation Committee
Potential New Grant Information.

Selectboard Organization

e On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board appointed Ms.
O’Toole as the Selectboard Chair (Ms. O’Toole abstained, the other four members
voted in favor of the motion).

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded Mr. Bent, the Board appointed Mr. Burson as
vice chair (Mr. Burson abstained, the other four members voted in favor of the
motion).

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Ms. Brown, the Board unanimously
approved the normal meeting schedule as the first and third Tuesday of each month
with the meetings starting at 6 pm at the Town Office.

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved
continuing to post agendas and notices at the Town Office, Town Hall, the Braintree
Elementary School, and on the Town’s website.

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously
approved having the newspaper of record be The Herald.

e On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, that no changes to the
Selectboard Responsibilities be made from last year. Those responsibilities are as
follows:

Highway — Mr. Burson, with Mr. Bent as the backup

Grant Evaluation — Mr. Burson, with Ms. O’Toole as the backup
Capital Plan & Budget — Ms. O’Toole, with Mr. Helmuth as the backup
Town Office & Hall Improvements — Mr. Bent, with Ms. Brown as the
backup

Personnel Evaluation and Oversight — Ms. O’Toole, with Mr. Bent as the
backup

Reappointment List of 2025

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved
the appointment of Steve Zind for a three-year term ending in 2028 to the Development
Review Board to replace Mr. Fitzpatrick whose term expired on Town Meeting Day; the
appointment of Paul Rea as the Alternate on the Development Review Board for a three-
year term ending in 2028 and the appointment of Steve Brassard to fill the vacant Truant
Officer position.



On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the
appointment of Megan O’Toole to fill the vacant Mountain Alliance Representative
position.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the
reappointment of the remaining list of representatives with no changes from last year.

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the minutes from the
Regular Selectboard Meeting on February 20, 2024, and approved the minutes from the
Special Selectboard Meeting on February 26, 2024.

Approve the minutes of the February 25, 2025, Regular Selectboard Meeting, which was
rescheduled from February 18, 2025.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved the minutes
from the Regular Selectboard Meeting on February 25, 2025 which was rescheduled from
February 18, 2025.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum — There were no
citizens comments.

Paul Kendall came in to further discuss the Non-Binding Resolution passed on Town Meeting
Day regarding the Snowsville Community Trust and possible conflict of interest with
Selectboard Members who are, or are related to, members of the Snowsville Community Trust
Board. Ms. O’Toole stated that in such a small town it is very hard to find volunteers that do not
sit on more than one committee or board. Mr. Burson and Ms. Brown, both members of the
Snowsville Community Trust Board, reiterated that they informed the Snowsville Community
Trust Board that they would not speak about the Trust in any capacity while working as a
Selectboard Member and will continue to recuse themselves during future discussions.

Ms. Brassard pointed out that at the Town Meeting the Voters passed the appropriation without
any restrictions. The Non-Binding Resolution was passed much later in the Town Meeting but
cannot change or add restrictions to the already passed appropriation without possibly having
future legal consequences.

Ms. O’Toole will be reaching out to the Town lawyer regarding what occurred at Town Meeting
related to the Snowsville Community Trust appropriation and non-binding resolution.

Stuart Kinney stated he has concerns that the Highway Crew is going out too often to plow roads
when there is two inches or less on the roads when the Town’s Winter Road Maintenance Policy
indicates that there should be at least two inches on the ground before any road work

begins. The Road Commissioner, Daniel Burson, pointed out that the policy also states that the

Road Foreman will have discretion to begin plowing and sanding operations at an earlier time.

Janice Thresher requested information on where the committee/board meeting recordings are
listed on the Town Website, and if there is an available recording of Town Meeting. Janice
Russell will send her a link to the location of the recordings, as well as the video recording of
Town Meeting posted by ORCA Media.

Reports
o Highway Report —
e Open & Discuss the Duclos Road Grant Bids — The Selectboard and Road Foreman
reviewed and discussed the options provided in each bid.

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously
approved acceptance of the Lincoln AgriSource, LLC bid of $335 per hour
for 40 hours using a CAT 325 Excavator with jackhammer for breaking
ledge and $225 per hour for 70 hours using a CAT 315 Excavator with a
blade and buckets for excavating, loading trucks and grading.

e Review options for Road Grader purchase — Mr. Burson and Ms. Brassard outlined
the information they have been able to collect regarding the option of leasing instead
of purchasing a grader.

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously
approved the entering into a lease contract with Milton CAT for a new
grader with the options indicated on the lease contract.



Old business —

Selectboard priority project updates
o RFP for new Website service provider — Ms. Brown outlined the changes she had
made to the RFP as requested by the Selectboard at the February 25, 2025
meeting. Ms. Brown will send the RFP to website service vendors with the deadline
of bid submittal by April 1, 2025.
e Town Campus Feasibility Progress — There were no new updates on this topic.
Lost Nation ATV Club — Updating/Voting on ATV Ordinance — The Selectboard, with
Mr. Helmuth recusing himself as a Selectboard Member, and Robert Cruickshank
reviewed the current ordinance. After a detailed discussion, it was decided to update the
list of Town Roads that are open to ATV travel. The entirety of Bover Road was
removed from the ordinance as there is no longer an ATV connection to this road. The
remaining numbered list of roads was reorganized. The approved updated ATV
Ordinance will be placed on the three posting sites, on the website and in The Herald for
any public to review or to make a comment.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the
adoption of the ATV Ordinance as written with the new amendments. Mr. Helmuth
recused himself from the vote.

Certificate of Highway Mileage - Correct Error on previously signed form — The State of
Vermont made changes to some of the highway mileage as follows: .03 miles was added
at the end of Hockman Hill Road intersection with Peth Road; removed .03 miles at the
end of Farnsworth Brook Road’s intersection of RT 12; removed .01 miles for the
realignment of Tannenberg Road; .03 miles was removed for the reconfiguration of the
end of Walker Road.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously
approved the signing of the Certificate of Mileage with the reclassified and
remeasured mileage submitted by the State of Vermont.

New business —

Conservation Commission Grant Opportunity — Joanne Gardner of the Vermont Forest,
Parks and Recreation Department informed the Conservation Commission that the Town
is eligible for a grant opportunity to assist with the removal of Ash Trees on the Town
Roads, Braintree Hill and Bent Hill Roads, already surveyed for Ash Tree locations. The
Town’s In-Kind Match would be covered by the commission members tagging all the
trees to be removed.

FY 2026 Town Highway Grant Program — Brainstorm project ideas and application
process. — The grant application, which is a Municipal Highway Application, includes a
Structures and Class 2 Roadway Grants opportunity. The Grant Application is due on
April 15, 2025

Payment Orders - The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders.

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the
payment orders.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously adjourned
the meeting at 7:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



