Approved Minutes
Braintree Selectboard Meeting
February 20, 2024, at 6 p.m.

The meeting was held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow
Vermont's Open Meeting Law. The meeting can be accessed via the below options:

Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/93065949065?pwd=QitweDBBVIdMcHFjcONKSGNKS016dz09

Meeting ID: 930 6594 9065 Passcode: 797037; One tap mobile-
+13052241968,93065949065#,,,*797037# US, +13092053325,93065949065#,,,*797037# US
Dial by your location: « +1 305 224 1968 US, « +1 309 205 3325 US

Present at the Town Office:

Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair Loren Bent, Selectboard Member
Louis Helmuth, Selectboard Member Janice R. Russell, Administrative Assistant
Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer Dylan Pratt, Highway Foreman
Linfield Brown, Town Auditor Allison Jassen, Town Auditor

Jackson Evans, President/Chair, Historical Society
Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair, was unable to attend the meeting.
On Zoom: No one attended the meeting via videoconference.

Ms. O’Toole chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:00 pm. A roll call was done to
confirm what members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing.

The Board reviewed the agenda and made no changes.

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the January 19,
2024, Special Selectboard Meeting Minutes and the February 6, 2024, Regular Selectboard
Meeting Minutes.

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum — No public
comments.

Reports
o Highway Report — The 2024 Western Star truck is at the dealer for a couple of days
having an update to the transmission programming. Once completed the truck will be
ready for use. The 2016 Mack truck, which has been broken down for two weeks will go
to the dealer as the trade-in. The Highway Crew have been busy trying to smooth out the
rough roads.
e FEMA Updates —
e Thayer Brook Road Head Wall — Mr. Pratt has submitted a request to VTRANS
for a Hydraulic & Hydrology study for the Head Wall. Once this is completed a
new RFP will be completed to include the engineer’s recommendations. Mr. Pratt
will provide an update at the next meeting on the status of the study. The board
discussed using the Structures Grant to conduct this work instead of FEMA but
decided to defer to FEMA funding for now.
e Possible December 18- & 19- Rain and Mud Damage Project — The Highway
Foreman will provide a list of the roads and coordinates with the worst damage.
e TRORC Representative — Ms. O’Toole reported that there is a person interested in
filling this position.

Old Business
e Town Meeting Preparation — Volunteers and Mr. Revit are working on getting the new
ARPA funded audio equipment set up for Town Meeting Day. The meeting is on
Saturday, March 2nd, and starts at 10 a.m. at the Braintree Town Hall and there will be a
potluck after the meeting as usual and the Selectboard is hoping for assistance from the
citizen attendees.



New Business

» Braintree Historical Society - National Register Nomination for the Meetinghouse — Mr.
Evans reported that part of the grant the Braintree Historical Society has applied for
funding for restoration work on the Meetinghouse covers getting the Meetinghouse on the
National Register of Historic Places. The area designated for inclusion on the register
includes the nearby cemetery. The Meetinghouse belongs to the Historical Society, but
the cemetery belongs to the Town and is under the Cemetery Commission’s purview and
who will be consulted about it being added to the National Register. Mr. Evans will do
more research and then speak with members of the Cemetery Commission about the
potential National Register designation.

e Local Hazard Mitigation Plan Update Grant Application — Ms. Russell will follow up the
grantee for further information on the potential grant opportunity.

e Review Auditor Recommendations — The Selectboard reviewed, discussed, and agreed to
adopt the Auditors Recommendations for payroll file procedures. The Administrative
Assistant will update the 2023-2024 and all future payroll files with the date of hire,
amount of wages at the time of hiring and/or date of when the employee left the Town’s
employment. All this information, except the amount of wages, can be found in the
Selectboard Minutes so a copy of said minutes would be added to the files also, and into
the future. For timesheets of elected listers and auditors it was decided all the listers and
auditors would verify and approve each other’s timesheets. The Selectboard will review
and take action, retroactively, on the highway crew bonuses that were discussed and paid
in 2023, at the next meeting in March.

Payment orders — The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders.
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board approved the payment orders.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved Mr. Helmuth as the
alternate signer of payroll.

Payroll Warrant — The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrants for the January 28, 2024 —
February 10, 2024, payroll period with Pay Date on February 15, 2024.

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the Payroll
Warrant for the January 28, 2024 — February 10, 2024 payroll with pay date of February
15, 2024.

Executive Session to discuss a legal matter pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(E)
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved entering an
Executive Session to discuss a legal matter pursuant to 1 VSA 313(a)(1)(E).

At 7:19 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and no decisions were made on
the legal matter, however the board did have further discussion of a legal matter.

Adjournment

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board adjourned the meeting at
7:19 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Janice R. Russell
Administrative Assistant



