Braintree Planning Commission
Regular Meeting Minutes
February 15, 2024
7:00pm

Braintree Town Office, 932 Vermont Route 12A, Braintree, VT 05060
Virtually: https://www.uberconference.com/braintreesbmotoole

or by calling 802-210-4472 enter PIN: 16445

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm. In attendance at the Town Office were Nathan
Cleveland, Jackson Evans, Paul Kendall, Malcolm FitzPatrick and Jennifer Phipps. Joining
remotely was Kyle Katz, planner from Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission.

On a motion from Jackson Evans and second from Jennifer Phipps, the minutes were approved
with Malcolm FitzPatrick abstaining.

Kyle Katz presented an overview of the By Law Modernization Grant process. The goal of the
grant and the main focus of the work that Kyle will be doing in helping the Planning
Commission will be to “reduce barriers to housing and expand housing opportunities”. Kyle
pointed to several parts of the newly adopted Town Plan that will allow the new by laws to meet
these goals, including the new South Braintree designation as well as the emphasis on increasing
density in existing village areas.

The process will involve a master document maintained by Kyle with edits sent to the Planning
Commission to review ahead of regularly scheduled meetings. At these meetings, Kyle will be
looking for feedback on these sections. Once these sections are polished up and approved by the
Planning Commission, they will be incorporated into the main document. The final work product
will be a revised bylaw along with new maps to be formally adopted before the December 31,
2025 end of the grant term.

Kyle outlined the timeline for the process as such:
1. February 2024: Kick off meeting
2. March/April: Drafting of new by-law
3. May: first public forum to introduce by law and receive feedback
4. June/July: Drafting additional sections/changes
5. August/September: Second Public Forum
6. October/November: Planning Commission Hearing on New By Laws
7. TBD: Selectboard Hearing (prior to 12/31/25)
Action Items ahead of Next Meeting:
1. Review marked up draft from Kyle

2. Look at additional provisions to be included in new by law



3. Review Town Plan for concepts that appear in the new town plan but not the current
bylaw

4. Review Future Land Use Map.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jackson Evans



