
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

February 6, 2024, at 6 p.m. 
 

The meeting was held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow 
Vermont's Open Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below options:  
Join the meeting: https://meetings.dialpad.com/braintreesbmotoole 
Optional dial-in number: 802-210-4472 PIN: 16445 
International access numbers available here: https://meetings.dialpad.com/international. 
 

Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair                       Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Loren Bent, Selectboard Member     Louis Helmuth, Selectboard Member 
Janice R. Russell, Administrative Assistant    Larry Revit, Braintree Citizen 
Paul Kendall, Braintree Citizen 
 

On the phone:  No one attended the meeting via telephone. 
 

Ms. O’Toole chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:03 pm.  A roll call was done to 
confirm what members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and added Town Report Delivery Schedule and Coalition of 
Orange County Towns Meeting to Discuss Orange County Sheriff Department under New 
Business.   
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
January 16, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes. 
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  
 

Paul Kendall requested a status report on the Route 12A Granite Quarry property purchase as 
nothing has been posted in the minutes except to say the issue had been moved to Executive 
Sessions.  The Selectboard clarified that the move to Executive Sessions had to do with the 
continuing legal negotiations toward the purchase. The Selectboard clarified that the Town is still 
awaiting responses from the sellers on points of negotiation. 
 

Reports 
 Highway Report – The Highway Crew has been kept very busy with the recent 

snowstorms, rainstorms and warmer temperatures causing slippery and muddy rutted 
roads.  The two new employees have taken the on-line grader permit course but have not 
yet had a chance to have practical driving experience or take the road test.   The 2016 
Mack Truck has been in for repairs at Transeastern in Williston.  The 2017 Ford Pickup 
was out of commission for ten days and was at Ted Green Ford for repairs.  

 FEMA Updates – The Town was notified that FEMA still needs two items to complete 
the Thresher Road portion of the Town’s FEMA application even though the Town had 
been previously notified that it was completed and approved.  The Thayer Brook Road 
Head Wall RFP was approved by FEMA and the Town will contact potential contractors 
to submit bids. 

 Possible December 18th & 19th Rain and Mud Damage Project – Per a request from the 
State of Vermont FEMA and VTRANS the Town of Braintree submitted documentation 
on the cost of repairing the Town’s roads after the December 18th and 19th Rainstorms and 
Muddy Rutted Roads.  Further documentation and information will be provided. 

 

Old Business 
 

New Business 
 ARPA Committee Recommendations to the Selectboard – Larry Revit presented his 

research on purchasing and installing audio equipment for the Town Hall to be used 
during Town Meetings and other meetings held at the Hall.  Mr. Revit recommended 
purchasing the equipment from Sweetwater Sound Inc.  The plan is to have the 
equipment in hand and installed by the Saturday, March 2nd, Town Meeting.  

 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously 
approved the ARPA Committee Recommendation to move forward with the 
purchase of audio equipment from Sweetwater Sound Inc. to be installed at the 
Town Hall. 
 



 Summary of Family Medical Leave Insurance Webinar – Ms. Russell provided a 
summary of the Family Medical Leave Insurance Webinar and stated that said insurance 
would not be offered in the State until July 1, 2024.  The Selectboard will take up this 
topic later when more information is available. 

 Open Selectboard Position – The Selectboard will do outreach to let citizens know that a 
vacancy has been created on the Selectboard that will be voted upon at the Town Meeting 
to fill said vacant position. Anyone who has any questions or interest in the open 
Selectboard position can reach out to any of the members.    

 Change First Selectboard Meeting in March due to Town Meeting Day/School 
Budget/Board Voting – After a brief discussion on what day works for all the Selectboard 
members a vote was taken.  

 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously 
approved moving Regular Selectboard Meeting from March 5, 2024 to March 6, 
2024 at 6 p.m. at the Town Office. 

 

 Braintree Selectboard Letter of Support to Kimball Public Library – Ms. O’Toole 
explained the request from Kimball Public Library is to assist the library in a grant 
application to continue making repairs to the library building. 

 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously 
approved Ms. O’Toole writing and submitting a Letter of Support to Kimball 
Public Library.  

 

 FY25 Municipal Highway Grant Application (both TH Class 2 & TH Structures Grants) 
– The Road Commissioner and Selectboard discussed potential sites to use these 
grants.  The Selectboard will revisit the topic at the next meeting. 

 Listers Certificate of No Appeals Form – The Selectboard reviewed the Listers 
Certificate of No Appeals Form.  

 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously 
approved Listers Certificate of No Appeals Form.  

 

 Coalition of Orange County Towns Meeting Regarding Sheriff’s Department – Mr. 
Helmuth explained which Orange County Town’s participated in the meeting and what 
was discussed in reference to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department.  The Coalition 
will continue to meet to discuss what the Orange County Towns need from the Orange 
County Sheriff's Department. 

 Town Report delivery- The Selectboard reviewed the Town Report Delivery routes and 
decided what routes would be done by whom. 

 

Payment orders – The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders. 
 

Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrants for the January 13, 2024 – 
January 27, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on February 1, 2024.    
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for the January 13, 2024 – January 27, 2024 payroll with pay date of 
February 1, 2024. 
 

Switching from Dialpad to Zoom for On-line Meetings – Ms. O’Toole described the benefits of 
Zoom over Dialpad.  Ms. Russell will purchase a Zoom account to be used when the Dialpad 
contract is up on March 1, 2024. 
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for the January 13, 2024 – January 27, 2024 payroll with pay date of 
February 1, 2024. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously adjourned the 
meeting at 7:18 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Janice R. Russell, Administrative Assistant  


