
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 
February 4, 2025, at 6:00 pm 

 

The meeting will be held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow Vermont's Open 
Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below Zoom Meeting options:  
Join Zoom Meeting:  https://zoom.us/j/93715483180?pwd=UlRlM1dvZG11UzJWcFg5MzIwdDJWZz09 
Meeting ID: 937 1548 3180    Passcode: 566972  One tap mobile: 
+13092053325,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US; +13126266799,,93715483180#,,,,*566972# US (Chicago) 
Dial by your location:  • +1 309 205 3325 US; • +1 646 931 3860 US; • +1 305 224 1968 US;  
• +1 253 205 0468 US; • +1 360 209 5623 US; • +1 386 347 5053 US; • +1 507 473 4847 US 
• +1 564 217 2000 US; • +1 669 444 9171 US; • +1 689 278 1000 US; • +1 719 359 4580 US 
 

Present at the Town Office: 
Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member 
Chelsie Brown, Selectboard Member           Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer  
Dylan Pratt, Road Foreman         Robert Cruickshank, LNAC ATV Representative 
 

Present via Zoom: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair, Lou Helmuth, Selectboard Member, Janice Russell, 
Administrative Assistant and Kenneth Manning, Braintree Property Owner 
 

Mr. Burson called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  A roll call was done to confirm what 
members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and under Old Business tabled the BC Structures Grant 
Submittal for Reimbursement and the Personnel Policy on Clarification of Vacation Pay and OT 
Pay until the next meeting.  The Listers Certificate of No Appeal or Suit Pending was added to 
New Business and an Executive Session for a Personnel Matter was also added to the agenda. 
 

Approve the minutes of the January 21, 2025, Regular Selectboard Meeting and approve the 
minutes of the January 28, 2025, Special Selectboard Meeting. 
 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board approved the minutes from the 
Regular Selectboard Meeting on January 21, 2025.     Ms. Brown abstained from the vote. 
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the minutes from 
the Special Selectboard Meeting on January 28, 2025.  Ms. Brown abstained from the vote. 
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum –  There were no 
citizens comments. 
 

Reports 
 Highway Report –The Town’s new one ton truck has arrived, and the old pickup will be 

picked up in the next couple of days.  Mr. Pratt reviewed the quotes for a new grader, 
including the trade-in value for the current grader, and the equipment and safety options 
along with warranties for each potential new grader.  An in-depth discussion occurred 
with the Selectboard finally requesting further information from Messrs. Burson and Pratt 
regarding a loan period vs. lease period.  If a lease is entered into, the Town needs to 
confirm that it will own the grader at the end of the lease period.  Ms. Brassard will do 
research on any statutes the Town would need to follow for a long-term lease 
agreement.  The Selectboard will revisit this discussion at the February 18, 2025 meeting. 

 

Old business – 
 Selectboard priority project updates  

 Feasibility Study – The Town had a kick-off meeting with SKHS Architects on 
Monday, February 3rd, and had a great discussion with Nelson Martelle, owner and 
lead Architect.  Mr. Martelle and one of his co-architects will be here on 
Wednesday to measure the current buildings.  They will also speak with the 
employees in each building to confirm what their specific needs are for any 
updated or new space. Ms. O’Toole explained that the Preservation Trust of 
Vermont (PTV) representative, Jackson Evans, will now be participating in this 
feasibility study.   PTV will be providing $5,000.00 to help offset the cost of the 
$25,000.00 study price.  

 

On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Bent, the Board unanimously approved 
the entering into a contract with SKHS Architects for services outlined in the 
Town’s Feasibility Study RFP. 



 BC Structures Grant Submitted for Reimbursement – It was determined that this grant 
may only need review from the Road Commissioner and Road Foreman before being 
submitted for reimbursement. Ms. Russell will follow up with those individuals with 
more information.  

 Personnel Policy Clarification of Vacation Pay & OT Pay – After a brief discussion this 
topic was tabled until the February 18, 2025 meeting. 

 

New business –  
 Robert Palifka Application for Access/Utilities Within Highway Right of Way- Mr. Pratt 

met with Mr. Palifka to observe and discuss the plans for access to the Town right-of-
way.  Mr. Pratt found no issue with Mr. Palifka’s plans so he signed off on the 
application. 

 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved 
the Robert Palifka Application for Access Within Highway Right of Way.   

 

 Lost Nation ATV Club – Robert Cruickshank attended to get the ATV Ordinance 
renewed for the 2025 ATV Season. Mr. Helmuth recused himself as a Selectboard 
Member on this issue because of the potential appearance of a conflict of interest as he is 
a property owner along one of the ATV routes.  Mr. Cruickshank discussed the club’s 
changes to and closing of a couple of their ATV routes.  Mr. Helmuth requested that the 
portion of Bover Road currently designated for ATV use in the ordinance be removed 
because the private landowners that had previously granted access for trails only 
accessible from Bover Rd. have since revoked such access. Bover Rd was only added to 
the original ordinance to accommodate the trails on those private lands. The topic was 
tabled for further discussion and vote at the February 18, 2025 meeting. 

 Listers Certificate of No Appeal or Suit Pending – The Listers provided this certificate 
that states that no citizen has grieved their value on the Grand List.   

 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Ms. O’Toole, the Board unanimously 
approved the signing of the Certificate of No Appeal or Suit Pending.   

 

Payment Orders – The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders. 
 

Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrant for the January 12, 2025 – 
January 25, 2025 payroll period with Pay Date on January 30, 2025.   The Selectboard Reviewed 
the Payroll Warrant for the December 17, 2024 Christmas Bonus Checks. 
 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for Pay Period January 12, 2025 – January 25, 2025, with Pay Date on 
January 30, 2025 and the Payroll Warrant for the December 17, 2024 Christmas Bonus 
Checks. 
 

Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 

On motion of Mr. Burson, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board approved the entering into an 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313 (a)(3) at 
7:08 p.m. 
 

At 7:45 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and no decisions were made and 
no actions were taken. 
 

Adjournment 
 

On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Burson, the Board adjourned the meeting at 7:45 
p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant 


