
Approved Minutes 
Braintree Selectboard Meeting 

January 16, 2024, at 6 p.m. 
 

The meeting was held both in-person, videoconferencing and via conference call to follow 
Vermont's Open Meeting Law.  The meeting can be accessed via the below options:  
Join the meeting: https://meetings.dialpad.com/braintreesbmotoole 
Optional dial-in number: 802-210-4472 PIN: 16445 
International access numbers available here: https://meetings.dialpad.com/international. 
 

Present at the Town Office: 
Megan O’Toole, Selectboard Chair            Daniel Burson, Selectboard Vice-Chair 
Charles McMeekin, Selectboard Member          Loren Bent, Selectboard Member 
Louis Helmuth, Selectboard Member           Jessica Brassard, Town Clerk/Treasurer 
Janice R. Russell, Administrative Assistant 
 

On the phone:  Jackson Evans, Planning Committee Representative 
 

Ms. O’Toole chaired the meeting and called it to order at 6:03 pm.  A roll call was done to 
confirm what members and citizens were in attendance via teleconferencing. 
 

The Board reviewed the agenda and added an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter.  
The Selectboard removed the topic of Fire Advisory Report.  The Selectboard also tabled the 
Officials rules/policy for the Appropriations Requested Amounts until the first meeting of 
August 2024. 
 

Approve minutes of the January 2, 2024, Regular Selectboard – Mr. Helmuth requested that the 
minutes be amended to add wording to the FEMA updates report.  The paragraph is now: “Due 
to FEMA misplacement of our application materials, all the Thresher Road materials are being 
re-sent to the FEMA Representative for compilation and review.  The Thayer Brook Head Wall 
portion needs to have an RFP created so the project work can begin in the Spring/Summer.” 
 

On motion of Mr. Helmuth, seconded by Mr. McMeekin, the Board unanimously approved 
the January 2, 2024, Regular Selectboard Meeting Minutes as amended. 
 

Citizens comments limited to 3 minutes per person with a 15-minute maximum – No citizens 
comments. 
 

Reports 
 Highway Report – The Highway Crew has been kept very busy with the recent storms.  

The 2016 Mack Truck has broken down and was towed to Transeastern in Williston for 
repairs.  Mr. Pratt will be placing new road signs warning that Riford Brook Road and 
Thayer Brook Road are not accessible to Tractor Trailers and do not lead to Rochester.  

 FEMA Updates – The Thresher Road portion of the Town’s FEMA application has been 
completed and approved.  The reimbursement funds should be arriving by the end of the 
month.  The Thayer Brook Road Head Wall RFP is still being developed by Messrs. 
Burson and Pratt.  

 Fire Advisory Committee Report was removed from the agenda. 
 Planning Commission – The last meeting of the Planning Commission occurred in 

October 2023 after the submission of the Bylaw Modernization Grant Application which 
was approved in December 2023.  There is a Planning Commission meeting scheduled 
for Thursday, January 18th, to regroup and figure out the committee’s role in the process 
and how they will be working with TRORC on the Bylaw’s re-write and making the best 
use of the Bylaw Modernization Grant money.  
 

Old Business 
 Review draft FY2025 Budget – The Town Clerk/Treasurer and the Selectboard had 

another review and discussion of the general fund budget, the vehicles budget, and the 
capital budget.  The discussion did lead to further changes to the proposed budget. 
 

New Business 
 Review Town Warning – The Selectboard reviewed, made some changes, and will 

continue to review and update until the Special Selectboard Meeting scheduled for 
Friday, January 19th, at 5:10 p.m., where the final version of the Town Warning will be 
approved and signed. 

 Official rules/policy for the Appropriations Requested Amounts was tabled until August 
of 2024. 



 

Payment orders – The Selectboard reviewed the payment orders. 
 
On motion of Mr. Bent, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously approved the 
payment orders. 
 
Payroll Warrant –   The Selectboard reviewed the Payroll Warrants for the December 31, 2023 -
January 13, 2024 payroll period with Pay Date on January 18, 2024.    
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Bent, the Board unanimously approved the 
Payroll Warrant for the December 31, 2023 – January 13, 2024 payroll with pay date of 
January 18, 2024. 
 
Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313(a)(3) 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. McMeekin, the Board approved the entering 
into an Executive Session to discuss a personnel matter pursuant to 1 V.S.A. Section 313 
(a)(3) at 7:12 p.m. 
 
At 7:50 p.m. the Selectboard came out of the Executive Session and no decisions have been 
made at this time. 
 
Adjournment 
 
On motion of Ms. O’Toole, seconded by Mr. Helmuth, the Board unanimously adjourned 
the meeting at 7:50 p.m.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Janice R. Russell 
Administrative Assistant  


