TOWN OF BRAINTREE

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 2023, AT 6:00 P.M.

The legal voters of the Town of Braintree in the County of Orange met at the Braintree Town Hall in
person in said Town on Wednesday, July 26, 2023, at 6:00 P.M. for a special town meeting. The
meeting was also accessible by video and phone. Moderator, Jackson Evans, called the meeting to order
at 6:02 P.M. We were reminded of Robert’s Rules and the warning was read.

Article 1. Shall the voters authorize the purchase and financing of a parcel, located on Vermont
Route 12-A in the town of Northfield, 22+/- acres in size, for the purpose of extracting, processing,
and storing material for the maintenance and construction of Braintree highways, in an amount
not to exceed $400,000 to be financed over a period not to exceed ten years? Walt Palmer moved,
while Peter Reed seconded the motion to get things started. Mr. Palmer asked the board to explain
everything to begin the discussion. Megan O’Toole, selectboard chair, explained that the Town is in
need of a new gravel pit and that Ron and Sherrie Tucker had approached the Town with a potential site
in Northfield. There is an active train track that runs through the property, which the Tucker’s have
agreed to install a crossing at. The Tucker’s will also be retaining a right-of-way for land behind the
gravel pit area. A survey has been done. Test holes were dug but no results were back yet. There is an
estimated 80,000-100,000 yards of gravel on the land we would be purchasing. The potential cost per
yard of sand was given based on best estimates, along with pricing per yard to buy sand. It was noted
that this pit would be for the sole purpose of crushing the gravel to have sand for the roads in the winter.
The high price estimate per yard was $15.19. We were given a price of $19.05 before trucking, to buy
sand out of Hartland. The meeting lasted about an hour. There was a lot of discussion regarding the
quality of the potential material, if we could or would have core samples done, and the railroad crossing.
The question of whether to sell the land once we were done came up. The current board is in favor of
selling the land. If all goes well, that would be in about 15-20 years. We would not need to worry about
Act 250 permits as we would not be utilizing more than 10 acres at a time. The Dog River has to be
crossed to get to the property but was not a problem in the most recent rains and flooding. It was noted
that the Article could be amended to include the questions in a Purchase and Sale agreement. If any of
the conditions were not met, then the deal would not go through. After more discussion, Chris Haupt,
seconded by Todd Wright made the motion to table the meeting until the quality, amount, railroad
crossing questions and who’s responsible for the bridge is answered. There was a voice vote. Jessica
Brassard called for a division of the house and a hand count was conducted. The motion was carried on
a 27-20 vote. No more discussion was allowed on the matter at this time.

Article 2, To transact any business not of a binding nature. There was discussion on the Jones’ pit
and what and how long it was going to be used for. It is Town property and will be used as our staging
area indefinitely. It was also pointed out that the selectboard had spent numerous hours on all the
information that was brought to the voters and that a new gravel pit had been on the selectboard agenda
for a good part of the previous year. It would be super if more people would come to the Selectboard

meetings with questions.

The¢ meefing wagadjourned at 7:03 P.M.
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Megan O’Toole — Selectboard Chair

A £ B

Lorén Bent — Selectboard Member

Keegan Haupt — Selectboard Member

/05

Daniel Burson — Selectboard Member
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