TOWN OF BRAINTREE
SELECTBOARD
Decision on the status of Stagecoach Road

Inre: Stagecoach Road, Braintree

After proper notice to all affected, the Braintree Selectboard held a site visit and hearing in order
to acknowledge the existence of Stagecoach Road. The site visit was held on June 6™ and the
hearing was convened on June 16, and was continued and reconvened July 7, and August 18,
2015, when the hearing was closed. Present were Selectboard Members Tim Caulfield (Chair),
Linda Doane, Loren Bent, and Paul Kendall, David Atkinson and Richard Bowen (not a member
of the Selectboard at the time of the site visit). Landowners and other officials present included
Fay Sherman, Doris Sherman, Jeff Masterson - Road Commissioner, Angie Poulin, Robert
Moyer - PC/DRB chair and an abutter, Justin Poulin, Malcolm Fitzpatrick, Zac Freeman, Larry
Burns, Bob Simpson, Holly Jarvis — the Town Administrative Assistant,

Based on the evidence presented at the two hearings, the Board made the following:
Findings of Fact

1. The Road under consideration was originally laid out in Braintree Town Record Book
1, pages 108 through 109, and is currently represented by Class 3 town highways (primarily
- portions of Braintree Hill Road and Thresher Road) and a Class 4 town highway (commonly
referred to as Stagecoach Road), the combined highway running from the border of Randolph to
the border of Roxbury. The portion of the road under consideration at the hearing was the Class 4
section running from the border of Randolph to the corner of Flint Road and Braintree Hill Road.

2. The original layout for the road is documented in Braintree Town Record Book 1,
pages 108 and 109. The portion of the road under consideration was reclassified to a “pent road”
in Braintree Town Record Book 3, page 248. A search of the Town records uncovered no
evidence that any portion of the road has been discontinued. The portion of the road under
consideration is commonly referred to as the Stagecoach Road and is mentioned in many places
in the Braintree Town records.

3. Residents of Braintree travel parts of the Stagecoach Road along deeded private
rights-of-way to reach their homes and lands, although the existing traveled way does not always
match the original road layout.

4, Parts of Stagecoach Road leading from the Randolph town line to Poulin’s north
property line are used for recreational purposes only. Motorized travel has been stopped by the
erection of a gate by one landowner on a portion of road where it veers off the originally laid out
right of way and belongs exclusively to them. The purpose of the gate is to address problems of
vandalism and trash dumping.

5. Those attending hearings on Stagecoach Road agreed that it should remain a public
right-of-way for recreational purposes.




Conclusions of Law

A. State law authorizes the reclassification of a town highway, after due notice to all
those with landed interests in the highway, provided the Selectboard finds that the public good,
necessity, and convenience of the inhabitants justifies it. 19 V.S.A. § 710,

B. Stagecoach Road is no longer needed as a public highway, but it still serves a public
purpose as a legal trail.

C. To the extent that there has been confusion in the past as to the public nature of the
highway, there is a need to acknowledge its existence and clarify its status.

Decision

The Selectboard acknowledges the established right-of-way of Stagecoach Road from the
intersection of Flint Road and Braintree Hill Road to the Randolph Town line as a town highway
and reclassifies it as a legal trail for non-motorized use. This route runs from the intersection of
Flint Road and Braintree Hill Road along the east side of the existing private road, and, where
the stone wall still exists, it runs along the east side of the stone wall to the property of Justin
Poulin. From there it is clearly visible through the woods to the Randolph Town border.

Appeal Rights
Any interested person may appeal this decision in writing within 30 days of its date to the
Orange Unit of the Civil Division of the Vermont Superior Court pursuant to V.R.C.P. 74 or 75.
Failure to appeal may prevent these persons from raising issues about the now Stagecoach Road
in the future.

Dated this 6™ day of October, 2015, at Braintree, Vermont.
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